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/ BOUT Midſummer laſt, ſome pa- 


pers were put into my hands, with a 


melts trom the perſon who ſent them, 
to inform me, that they were written by 


his late wife, who died in the preceding 


year. He wiſhed me to read them; and 
that if I ſhould meet with any paſſages, 


which I thought worthy of being printed, 


1 would take the trouble of ſelecting, and 
reviſing them, for publication. 5 


This requeſt, coming bom an utrer 


ranger, of whoſe name I had never till then 
heard, did not meet with my ready com- 


pliance. The quantity of materials, (I 


think not leſs than ten quires cloſely writ- 
tea) emed to point out a talk incompatible 
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with my many engagements. I confidered 


likewiſe that abundance of books of a 
{trmilar kind are already abroad; and that 
the private kiftories of Chriſtians in private 
life, uſually run ſo much in the fame ſtrain, 
taat I ſaw no neceſſity for adding to the 


number. What is written by thoſe, whoſe 
memory is dear to their families and friends, 
may, for that reaſon, be thought, by them, 


to be ſtriking and important; though, in rea- 


iity, not fo important, as. fully to juſtify 
the appearance of ſuch anecdotes, beyond 
the circle of their own connections. 


It was therefore from a point of civility, 


rather than with an intention of proceeding 
farther that I conſented the papers ſhould 
be left with me, and promiſed to look them 


over at my leiſure. 


But ] ſoon perceived that the Providence 
of God had fent me a treaſure; and that 
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PREFACE. vii 
the ſervice enjoined me, in this unexpected 
way, was a duty which I ought not to 
decline. It has proved likewiſe a very 
ſeaſonable ſervice for my own benefit ; for 
which I have reaſon to be thankful. I be- 


gan and finiſhed it under a heavy family 
affliction, which often unfitted my mind 
from attending cloſely to any thing, but 
what was of immediate and neceſſary im- 
portance. At ſuch ſeaſons, the intervals [ 
could allot to this emyloyment afforded me | 
a pleaſure, and a profit, peculiarly adapted 


to my ſituation, The pattern before me, 


which I attempted to copy with my pen, 


made (J hope) ſome impreſſion upon my 


heart, and greatly contributed to form my 


ſpirit, to a meaſure of ſubmiſſion to the 


will of God, and of dependance: upon his 
wiſdom and, goodacſs, under my afflic- 
tion. 


The writer's maiden name was Jaſper 
She was the niece of the late Mrs, Bee.: 
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man *, (whoſe memory and charaQer are 
ſtill dear to her ſurviving friends.) Though 


brought up with, what we call, better ex- 


pectations, ſhe had a ſhare of the viciſſitudes 
ſo common in human life, and lived in the 
capacity of a ſervant, from October 1776, 
until a few weeks before her marriage, which 


took place in January 1784. But this hum- 
ble ſituation was fo ſweetened to her by the 


light of God's countenance, and. ſo ſancti- 
fied by the bleſſing of his Holy Spirit, that, 
in ſeveral parts of her Diary, ſhe expreſſes 


great thankfulneſs to God, for thoſe diſpenſa- 


tions of his Providence, however painful at 
the time, which rendered it neceſſary. She 
was thereby ſecluded from many tempta- 
tions and ſnares, which ſhe apprehended 
might, otherwiſe, have retarded her pro- 
greſs in the Chriſtian Life; and her ſtate 
of dependance was not burdenſome, be- 
cauſe, in fact, ſhe depended 0 the | 


Lor d whom ſhe ſerved. 


* Widow of the late Jederick Beckman, Eſq. | 
[ have 


PREFACE. . 
I have abridged the remarkable account 
ſhe has left of her converſion. With 


reſpect to her Diary, if I had tranſcribed 


every paragraph which I thought well 


deſerving of notice, inſtead of a ſmall 
book, I muſt have publiſhed a folio. 1 


have contented myſelf with ſelecting ſuch 
paſſages as I judged might ſuffice to mark 


her character and ſpirit, and the principal 
incidents of her life. I have ſubjoined a 


few letters, out of many, which ſhe wrote 


after ſhe became a wife, a miſtreſs of a 


family, and a mother, Of theſe, two were 


written to her huſband, and two to her 


children, when ſhe had a near proſpect of 
death, and with a deſign that they ſhould 


be delivered after her deceaſe. 


© 


Her views of religion, and the general 


tenor of her conduct, were ſo different 


from the prevailing taſte of our times, that 


I cannot expect this publication will be 
unlverſally acceptable. But I believe it will 
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be acceptable to every reader, whoſe hope 


is founded upon the principles of the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and whoſe practice is re- 


gulated by his precepts. Nor am I without 


hope that ſome perſons who have hitherto 


been too indifferent to their moſt impor- 
tant concernments, may not only be in- 
duced to read it, but by the bleſſing of 


God, may derive inſtruction and benefit 


from the peruſal. It may perhaps tend to 


obviate or ſoften the prejudices of ſome 


perſons, who have thought but little upon 


religious ſubjects, if I aſſure them, that her 


ſentiments were not ſo generally. exploded 
formerly, as they are at preſent. They 
accord, in the main, not only with the ar- 


ticles and authorized ſtandards of our 


Eſtabliſhed Church, but with the writings 


of Uſher, Hall, Reynolds, Hale, and many 
other of its brighteſt ornaments, Though 
now, (prob dolo!) they are often branded 
with the epibet of Novel and Enthuſiaſtic. 
_ How _ 
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PREFACE, vi 


How far theſe cenſures are founded i in truth. 
Dies ite indicabit. 


But it may be truly ſaid, ſhe received 
them not from man, but from a higher, 
an infallible Teacher. God, who in the 


beginning commanded the light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, enlightened her mind, and 
inclined her heart, to underſtand, prize, 

and ſtudy his Holy Scriptures, The Bible 


was her teſt of truth, and her rule of prac- 
tice. And her ideas of ſcriptural truth 


were not mere notions floating in her bead, 


but vital and powerful principles implanted 


in her heart; producing in her thoſe fruits 


of righteouſneſs, which are by Velen Chriſt 


to the RY and praiſe of God *, , 


That 5 who, by the kate i of 


the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed Gd, are 
ſeparated from the world around them „ and 


a Phi! i. | 11. | 
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are determined to obey God, rather than 


man, ſhould be treated by many with con- 


tempt or ridicule, branded with an invidu- 


. ous name, and conſidered as viſionaries or 
hypocrites, is, to me, a ſubject rather 
for grief, than wonder. For it is written, 
All that will live godly, in Chriſt Jeſus, 


ſhall ſuffer perſecution . And where (as 
in our happy land) the ſpirit of the laws, 
and of the government, reſtrain the enmity 
of the heart, from inflicting fines, ſtripes, 
impriſonment and death, upon the objects 


of its diſlike; it has ſtill ample ſcope to 
vent itſelf by cruel mockings, calumnies, 


and miſrepreſentations. 


Though the Will of God is openly re- 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures, his Secret, 
the true meaning of his revelation, is re- 
ſtrained to thoſe that fear him. Till we 


are born again, and receive a new principle 
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of life from above, we are not only unfit for 


the kingdom of his glory in Heaven, but are 


incapable of perceiving the nature and ex- 
cellencies of his kingdom of grace upon 
earth !. 


But I ſincerely pity thoſe who know not 
what they do, nor whole caule they oppoſe, 


when I conſider how many real offences 


they meet with, to confirm them in their 


unhappy prepoſſeſñions. If all thoſe, who 


bear the reproach of the goſpel, were truly 
and indeed what they profeſs to be, apo- 
logies would be unneceſſary. We might 


then, with the apoſtles, rejoice, that we were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame, for the 


fake of Him, who endured the crols, and 


deſpiſed the ſhame for us 


It muſt, however, be acknowledged, 


chat there are many mere pretenders, who - 


a a John i li. 3 ph Acts v. 4⁰. Heb, x Ill. 2. ; 
2 | | | | give 5 
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give too much occaſion for the ways of 


truth to be evil ſpoken of. The vain- 


confidence, the wild enthuſiaſm, the dif- 


orderly, contentious, and bitter ſpirit of 
ſome profeſſors; the groſs wickedneſs 
and enormities, which, ſooner or later, 


detect the true character of others, who 
for a time have concealed themſelves under 
the maſk of a zeal for religion, and a claim 


to ſuperior ſanctity; are too notorious to 
be denied. Alas! for thoſe, who thus lay 


ſtumbling blocks before the blind.“ It 


is true, theſe things are not peculiar to 
our times. It was ſo from the begin- 
ning. Under the eye of the apoſtles 
themſelves, there were thoſe, who, while 

| they affected to be called Chriſtians, were 


enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, There : 


were many falſe teachers, and falſe pro- 
phets, then, and many who followed their 


pernicious ways: for the heart of man, and 
the devices of Satan, have been the lame 


a2 | Pets ii, 2. b Lev. xix. 14. 
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PREFACE. xv 
in every age. But perſons who are too 
much engaged in buſineſs or pleaſure, to 
ſearch the Scriptures with diligence and 
prayer for themſelves, are eaſily induced 
to form their judgments by what they fee 


and hear. They endeavour to ſtifle the 


convictions, which they cannot always a- 
void, by haſtily taking it for granted, that 


the evils they obſerve in noiſy, empty pro- 


feſſors of religion, are the proper effects of 
thoſe principles, which, while they avow, 


They abuſe and PTE 


But as a counterfeit always implies a 
reality; ; as falſe money or forged notes 
could not be impoſed upon the unwary, if 


there were no good coin, or bills of real 


value, to be imitated; ſo in the preſent 
declining ſtate of religion, God has not left 
himſelf without witneſſes. There are ſtill 


0 be found perſons, whoſe characters and 


conduct (though not wholly exempt from 
human 
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human infirmities,) will ſtand the teſt of 
ſtrict and impartial examination; perſons 


who really are, what they profeſs to be, 


Chriſtians, In the ſight of God, and in their 


own eyes, they are ſinners, but they have 


received grace to believe in the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. And they are taught, by the grace 


which has ſaved them, to renounce . all un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly and godly in the preſent 
world *, By the doctrine of the croſs, 


under the influence and teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, they have acquired that 
knowledge of themſelves, which has con- 
vinced them of the need and the worth of 


a Saviour, From a ſenſe of their unſpeak- 
able obligations to him, who loved them, 


and ſhed his precious blood as an atone- 


ment for their ſins, they ſerve him with a. 


ſingle eye, and a devoted heart. They re- 
ly on his care, are reſigned to his will, and 
obey his precepts without reſerve. And 


a Titus ii, 1a. 


thus | 
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PREFACE, •˙ xvii 
chus, in the midſt of all the trials and 
changes of life, they experience a peace 


that paſſet ch all underſtanding, and a hope 


tull of glory. 


In the number of theſe, I do not heſitate 
to rank the writer of the papers, from which 
I have made tne following extracts. I in- 


treat a candid peruſal. What the wrote was 
for her own uſe, and it does not appear, 
that, till a little betore her death, ſhe either 
deſired or expected, that any but her ſur- 
viving relations, and intimate friends, would 
read a ſingle page of it, She was certainly 


a perſon of good ſenſe, but her ſituation in 


life precluded her from the advantage of 
much acquired knowledge; and her read- 


ing ſeems to have been chiefly confined to 
religious books. But it is hoped that the 
Gmplicity and ingenuou. ic of her manner 


will pleaſe competent judges. 3 reviſing 


what I have ſelected, 1 have ſometimes 


OO changed 
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changed a word, ſometimes, but not often, 


the form of an expreſſion; but, to the beſt 
of my knowledge, I have not altered one 


of her ſentiments, nor added one of my 


Own. 


The data, or firſt principles, upon which 
ſhe proceeds, are ſuch as theſe: That 
God made us, and not we ourſelves.— That 

He has given us a capacity and thirſt for 


happineſs, which, both experience and ob- 


ſervation demonſtrate, the world cannot 
ſatisfy.— That He has graciouſly invited us 
to ſeek his face, and to place our happineſs 


in his favour, in communion with Him, 
and in conformity to Him.— That by the 


gift of the Son of his love, Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, to be the Head, Surety and Mediator, 
for all who believe in his name, He has 


provided every thing needful to diſpel our 


fears, and to encourage our hopes. — That 
death, with reſpect to the event, is certain, 
. e with 


PRETACE. I 
with reſpect to the time, no leſs uncertain. 
That Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, now pro- 
poſed to us as a Saviour, will hereafter be 


our judge, —That according to his righte- 
ous award, we ſhall all be fixed in an un- 


changeable ſtate of happineſs or miſery for 


ever.—And that without faith and holineſs, 
no man ſhall fee the Lord with comfort. 


Theſe poſitions muſt be true, admitting 


the Bible to be a divine revelation, How 
lamentable then is it, that multitudes la- 


bour to exclude them from their thoughts, 


and preſume to treat thoſe who Pay attention 
to them, as weak enthuſiaſts! 


I may challenge any perſon to produce 
from the writings of philoſophers, ancient 


or modern, of thoſe in moſt repute for 


learning or wiſdom (of whoſe conduct, 
faith in the Saviour was not the avowed 
principle) ſuch marks of true elevation of 


thought, and grandeur of aim, as are to be 


| R ” | | found 
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found in the following pages, though wiit- 


ten by a woman, who was, for many years, 


in the humble ſtation of a domeſtic ſervant, 
Reader, deſpiſe not her teſtimony, becauſe 
ſhe moved in a low ſphere of life. She 
was great in the fight of the Lord! 


Shall a rational creature be dcemed 
weak, for aiming at nothing leſs than the 


Glory of God, in all the ations of com- 
mon life; for ſeeking happineſs in his fa- 


vour, in communion with Him, in a 


growing conformity to his revealed Will, 


and inimitable perfections? Is it the mark 


of a little mind, to be ſatisfied and content- 
ed with our allotted fituation, and to exer- 
ciſe ſubmiſſion to the Providence of God, 
in all the changes and trials of life, however 
contrary to our natural feelings? Does the 
habitual exerciſe of benevolence, patience 


and forgiveneſs, deſerve the brand of en- 


thuſiaſm? Are a uſeful and ornamental lite, 
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and a comfortable, t: numphant Gone of 


ſpirit in a dying hour, the proper ſubjects 


of contempt? I appeal to Con/cience. 
Or can any principles but thoſe of the goſ- 
pel (fo much deſpiſed amongſt us) form 


the mind to ſuch aims, or ſuch attainments ? 


J appeal to Fa. 


I think it ſcarcely poſſible, that any 
perſon can be ſo totally depraved, as to 
believe from his heart, that the pride, 
ſelfiſnneſs, diſſipation, diſcont 
inlignificance and folly, which are the pro- 


t, anxiety, 


minent features in the characters of the 


Many who live without God in the world, 
are really preferable to the tempers and 
habits of the Few, who uniformly endeavour | 
to worſhip and ſerve Him, in ſpirit, and in 


truth. There are no greater hypocrites, 


than ſome of thoſe who affect to charge 


religious people with hypocriſy, They 


_ often; wear a conſtrained ſmile in their faces, 
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while a ſomething, ſharper than a dagger, 
pierces their hearts. Amidſt all their boaſts 
of liberty and pleaſure, they know, and 


feel, that they would gladly change condi- 


tions with a dog. 


Having, myſelt, too long ſojourned 
in the comfortleſs regions of ſcepticiſm and 


infidelity; 1 well know the gall and bit- 
ternels, the miſery and the danger of ſuch a 
ſtate of mind. And now, through mercy, 


[ know the ſervice of God to be perfect 


freedom, the happineſs and dignity of 


man. My ſole deſign in this publication, 


is to promote the good of my fellow- 
creatures. 


tisfleth 


And there are ſeaſons, 
when in defiance of their jeſts and ſubter- 
foges, they believe and tremble. _ 


To encourage thoſe who are 
already walking in the paths of wiſdom; 
and, if poſſible, to conyince others, who 
are ſpending money for that which is not 
bread, and their labour for that which fa- 
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tisfieth not That there are nobler plea- 
ſures, and brighter proſpects attainable 
(if they ſeek them with all their hearts) 
than this poor tranſitory world can 
afford. 


Coleman- ſtreet Buildings, JOHN NEWTON. 


Jan. 21, 1797. 


ABRIDGED | 


N. 
ABRIDGED ACCOUNT 
OF HER 


e O N YE RS IT ON. 


1 W AS born 23d of July 1752. 1 


can remember to have had, from 
early infancy, ſerious impreſſions of re- 
ligion upon my foul. The awful thoughts 
of Heaven, Hell, Death and Eternity, 
engroſſed much of my attention. And 
I have often prayed, under the moſt 
alarming ſenſations, for mercy, 


My father died when I was two years 
and a half old. My mother being a 


German, I was educated in that language, 


as 


R 8 26 ) 

as well as in my native tongue, and in 
the fifteenth year of my age, I was con- 
| firmed in the German chapel, by the 
Rev. Dr. Wachſell. 1 muſt with gra- 


titude acknowledge, that he ſpared no- 


pains to inſtruct me in the great princi- 
ples of religion. But the endeavour of 
man cannot reach the heart, unleſs in- 


fluenced by the ſpirit and power of God. 


Though I was confirmed and admitted 


a member of the congregation, I knew 


no more what a change of heart meant, 


or u an experimental knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, than one who had never heard of 


After an illneſs, from which the Lord 


was pleaſed to raiſe me up, I went into 
the country, to my dear aunts, for the 
benefit of the air. Soon after, ſhe had 
an invitation frora Lady H to the 
opening of the chapel at Tunbridge 
Wells; and I, as being with her, was in- 
vited likewiſe, This pleaſed me, and I 


W458 


(62 


was ſome way happy in the thought of 


going; for though I made no profeſſion 


of religion, I felt at times a love for 
the miniſters and people of God, 


But the day before we ſet out, I was 
fo diſpleaſed and diſſatisfied, that I wiſhed 
myſelf at the fartheſt part of the globe, 
rather than go. My aunt was confined 
with an acute pain in her head; and 


though I can ſay I always loved her with 


a ſincere affection, but at that time, 
I then ferventiy wiſhed (the remem- 
brance now pierces my heart,) that ſhe 
might die ſuddenly, or ſome diſaſter 


might befall her, to prevent our going. 


July 21, 1768. However, the next 


morning we went; but I think I was as 
much poſſeſſed with the devil, as any of 
thoſe who are recorded in the New 
Teſtament, for I was fully determined 
that nothing I might hear or ſee ſhould 
make any impreſſion upon my mind. 


While 
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While my aunt and Mrs. H—— were 


holding ſweet communion in talking of 


the things of God, I was reflecting upon 
ſome idle books which I had read, or 
repeating fooliſh ſongs or verſes which I 
had learned; and had, as I thought, ſuf- 


ficiently hardened my mind with pre- 


judices againſt any thing that was ſerious. 
But oh! the amazing love of God, 


when he ſaw me in my blood, he faid 


unto me, Live. 


On the Sunday (July 23), the Rev. 
Mr. W—— preached from Gen, xxvili. 


17. © How dreadſul is this place, this 


is none other than the houſe of God, 


Unis is the gate of heaven!“ I was much 


delighted, though I felt no particular 


impreſſion of the truth, at that time, 


How earneſtly did he pray, that fome 
poor ſinners might acknowledge that 


chapel as the place of their ſpiritual na- 
tivity. I truſt, through mercy, 1 can 


ſay it was the Race of mine. 


In 


— - 
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In the evening I heard Mr. De ES 


Ham Rev. i. 18. I am he that liveth, 


and was dead, &c.“ I was again highly 


leaſed, and 1 ſeemed relolved to let 
about a reformation; though 1 knew 


not where, or how to begin. 


On the Monday we had a ſacrament 


at the chapel, ſuch a one as I never was 
preſent at before: I had ſuch a view of 
Jeſus Chriſt crucified, that I ſeemed as 


caught up into the third heaven, to hear 


things unutterable. Though I knew no 
more of the depravity of my nature, 

than the board on which J kneeled, I 
ſcemed ſwallowed up by a ſenſe of the 
love of God; and was firmly perſuaded 


that Jeſus loved me, and would ſave me. 
My ſtate at that time has often appear- 
ed to me very myſterious; and I have 


been led to queſtion, whether I was not 
under a deluſion. But the Lord has 
many ways of bringing finners to him 
ſelf. Some are driven by terror, others 
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are drawn by love. The latter was my 


caſe, my heart was full of love to God, 
and yet, alas! I knew him not. This 


warmth of love continued for ſome 


days. 


The next morning we ſet off for 
London. I returned in a ſtate of mind 
very different, from what it was when I 


went, Inſtead of the vain and fooliſh 
things I had repeated before, I now read 


hymns, and endeavoured to learn ſome 
by heart; and fully reſolved, thinking 

myſelf ſufficiently ſtrong, that I would 
be very ferious and religious for the 
future. I thought I ſaw a beauty in re- 


ligion, and wiſhed to be more acquainted 
with it. 


On our way home we dined at a place 


called Sprats-bottom. The houſe had 
pleaſant fields behind it. I took my 
book! in my hand, and ſought a retired 


place, 


1 


place, to read and meditate on the loving- 


kindneſs of God towards me. And 
for the firſt time Jever ſincerely prayed, 


I kneeled down, no eye ſeeing me, and 


earneſtly entreated that the Lord would 


give me grace and ſtrength, to perſevere in 
my reſolution of deyoting myſelf to Him, 
and that I might live and die in his 


fear. I looked back upon my paſt life, 
and was grieved to think that I had ſpent 
near ſixteen years, in the ſervice of Satan, 
and had been led captive by him at his 
will. When I came home, I endeavour- 
£d to ſet about the deſirable reformation. 
J prayed morning and evening, read 

the Bible, and outwardly appeared very 
decent. I was much delighted in going 
with my aunt to hear the preaching. 
But till I knew nothing what a change of 
heart, or the new birth, meant. I thought I 

had arrived at my higheſt attainment, and 

that all was well; I had already eſtabliſhed 

a righteouſneſs of my own, which I ſup- 
N „ 


( 


| poſed was ſufficient to juſlify me before. . 


God, 


Zur the Lord ſoon gave me to ſee my 
miſtake, in hearing a ſermon. by Mr. « 
W——, from the words “ Thy God: ? 
thy Glory,” Ita. Ix. 19. When he point- ö 
ed out the wretched ſtate of ſinners by 


* 
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LL: nature, that they have no power to help 
theratelves, or to make ſatisfaction for 
one fin, and that without the atonement 
of Chriſt they cannot obtain pardon ;. 


2 


my mind was much agitated. I began 4 
| do ſee that I had finned againſt a holy 


God, and was unable to offer reſtitution. 
Ihhis filled my heart with ſorrow and my 
cyes with tears. Then was my former 
comfort turned into the deepeſt gloom. 
I ſaw it was impoſſible to help myſelf; | 
yet, I thought I had one prop to ſup- 1 
port me, which was prayer. I wreſtled 
with the Lord for mercy, and when 1 
had learned to ſtammer a few broken 
| 1 8 „ accents, 
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accents, I was never happy but when at 
a throne of grace. And though ] could 


fay little more than, God be merciful to 


me a ſinner, I had ſometimes a gleam 


of hope, that if J ſought him, I ſhould 
find him. This hope animated and 
revived my drooping ſpirit. 


In Auguſt, the Rev. Mr. D. 
preached at the chapel, What I then 


felt, no pen can deſcribe, nor heart 
conceive, but in the like ſituation, I 
ſaw myſelf loſt, condemned by the law 
of God, and ſeemed as ſure of damna- 
tion, as if already in Hell. I could not 
pray, and indeed I thought prayer would 


be in vain, for 1f God was juſt, I mult 


_ periſh, 


Mr. D—— afterwards , prayed with 
me at home, but I found no comfort, 
my gloom and heavineſs increafed, and 
my heart was filled with deſpair. 
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Some time after, he gave us an ac 


count of the many trials and difficulties 
the Lord had carried him through. 1 


was ſo affected by what he ſaid, and by 


my own. ſituation, that I was obliged to 


leave the room, I retired, and endea- 


voured to look into the ſtate of my 


heart, but could {ce nothing but defor- 
mity and abomination, and I thought, 
ſurely there cannot be mercy for ſuch a 


vile, guilty creature, as I am. Great 


advantage the enemy took of me, urg- 
ing, that it was in vain for me to ſeck 
for mercy, that the curſe of God was 
upon me, and I ſhould ſoon confeſs his 


juſtice in my deſtruction. But J cannot. 


deſcribe what 1 felt. I begged a few. 


words with Mr. D—— in private, 
thinking, that opening my mind to him, 


might in ſome meaſure alleviate my diſ- 


treſs. But when he entered the room, 


I cœuld nat ſneak for tears. He addreſſed 
me with much tenderneſs, ſaid he faw 
Ds the 


„ 


the cauſe of my trouble, and prayed the 
Lord to remove it, by enabling me to 


believe that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world to ſave ſinners. One thing he ſaid 
gave me ſome encouragement. He 


thought me ſincere, and if the Lord had 


begun a good work in me, he hoped 
and believed he would carry it on. He 
adviſed me to read the Scriptures, and 


to pray that the Lord would enlighten 


my mind, and ſhew me the. things per- 


taining to my peace. 


8 When he left me, J reflected on thoſe 
words, the blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from 


all fin, and that word ol], gave me ſome 


glimmering of hope. That day, after 


dinner, as I was walking. in the fields, 

ruminating on my unhappy ſtate, 1 
opened my little bible, and directly caſt 
my eyes on thoſe comfortable words, 
Pſ. xxxvii. Commit thy way unto the 
Ton, trolt alſo in him, and he ſhall 
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bring it to paſs.“ As a draught of cold 
water to one fainting with thirſt, ſo 
was this text to my diſtreſſed mind, I | 
was enabled immediately to believe that 
the blood of Chriſt had ſufficient effica- 
cy to cleanſe, even me, from all my ſin, 
and that if I perſevered in ſeeking him, 

l I ſhould obtain forgiveneſs. I could then 
| emphatically ſay, My ſorrow was turned 
Me into joy; J felt a peace that I was before 
Anacquainted with, and began to ſee that 


if his ways are, indeed, ways of pleaſantneſs. 
3 In this comfortable frame, I continued for 
ſome months, and attended the preach- 


ing of the goſpel with great delight. 4 


Mr. D—— was in London moſt of 
che winter, and his preaching was much 
bleſſed to me; though I was not without 
temptations and inward trials, and ſeem- 1 
ed, at times, upon the point of giving up 
all. Bur the Lord was pleaſed to impart | 
a ſpirit of prayer; the ſmalleſt incident 
in 
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in my concerns I was ſure to lay before 


him; I had fome very remarkable and 
ſpeedy anſwers to prayer, which encou- 


raged me in defiance of oppoſition, to go 
forward. Once when hearing Mr, D—— 
at the Lock, from Col. iii. 3. When Chriſt 
AY who is your life ſhall appear, then ſhall 
ye alſo appear with him in glory— 


during the former part of the fermon I 


was remarkably dull, could neither be- 


heve nor pray; but in a moment, as it 


were, the cloud diſperſed, the day. ſpring 


from on high dawned, yea, the Sun of 


Rightecuſneſs aroſe upon my ſoul, with 


healing under his wings. The text was 
brought home to my heart with ſuch a 
power that I almoſt thought 1 had 


dropped the vail of fleſh, and was entered 
upon the confines of immortality. 


He ſoon went into the country, which 


was a great grief to me, for I thought 


no other miniſter's preaching could be 
C3 ble ſſed 
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bleſſed to me, like his. I believe many 
think ſo, when they are newly awakened. 


To love the particular inſtrument who. 
has been made uſcful to us, is right, but 


we ought not to put them in the Lord's 


ſtead, and place that dependance o on them 


which is only due to him. 


In the year 1770, I was viſited with a 
feyer, which all around me thought would 
have terminated in death. Though my 
body was racked with pain and ſcorched, 

I enjoyed at times much of the Lord's 
_ preſence, and I could have undergone 


any ſuffering, ſo that! might 


Have clapp'd my glad wing, and tower'd away, 
And mingled with Eternal Day. | 


But after three weeks illneſs, he was 


pleaſed to rebuke my diſorder, and reſtore 


my health and ſtrength. 


After all this, my religious impreſſions 
wore off, nay I even threw them off, 
almoſt | 


190 
ai moſt at once. I was in company where 
there was dancing, and if I was particularly 
fond of any amuſement, it was this. And 
though I began to think it was not conſil- 


tent with my profeſſion, I joined with the 
company, and came home with my heart 


as full of evil as it could hold. I neglected 
prayer, for I well knew that I could not 


ſerve God and Mammon together, For 


a time, (Oh! that I could write it with 
tears of blood,) I neither read the Scrip- 
tures, nor prayed, nor gave myſelf any 


concern about the welfare of ray ſoul. 
The vanities of time and ſenſe again en- 
groſſed my whole attention. I faw five 


plays in the year 1773, and could not be 
eaſy without cards and dancing. I went 


to that length, as to make a public ridi- 
cule of every thing ſerious. -But even 


then, though 1 affected to deſpiſe the 


people of God with my lips, my heart 
would not conſent ; for I knew that they. 
were right, and that I was wrong. Oh! 


if God nad then cut me off, and caſt ine 
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into Hell, how juſt would the ſentence 


have been! 


But in March 1774, the Lord rouſed 


me from my ſleep of fin, by a very aw- 


ful providence; the ſudden death of an 
intimate acquaintance and neighbour, 
with whom I had been walking at nine 
in the evening, and before one o'clock,. * 


I was called out of bed to {ee her a corpſe. 


I truſt that to the lateſt period of my life, 
the impreſſion this ſight made upon me, 


will not be forgotten. I caught a violent 


cold, which ſettled a hoarſeneſs upon 
me, for near three months: during 
which time, the Lord was pleaſed to give 
me great brokenneſs of heart, for my 


many and wilful backſlidings from him. 


Sometimes I feared I could not be for- 
given; but the promiſes encouraged me. 


I read, He will heal their backſlidings, and 
love them freely—that though I ſought 


and went after other lovers, he would 


bring 
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bring me into the Wilderneſs, and ſpeak 
comfortably to me. That he came into 
the world to fave ſinners, and had power 
to ſurmount and overcome every obſtacle 
and difficulty in my way. 


My deareſt Saviour, forgive me, Oh! 


forgive me, and grant me grace to be a 


mourner becauſe of my tranſgreſſions, 


Thou haſt forgiven me mueh, much 
therefore 1 ought to love thee; bur 


without thee Lcan do nothing. Grant a 
vile backſlider grace, to devote the 


remainder of her life to the praiſe and 
glory of thy name. Accept me as I am, 


and make me what thou wouldſt have me 
be, that I may live thine, die thine, and. - 
be thine for ever. Amen! Above all, 
I pray thee to keep me from the infection 
of worldly company. None can know, 
but from experience, the great danger of 


being attached to thoſe, who do not re- 
1 verence 
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verence God. Where there are ſerious 


impreſſions, they will be ſoon ſmothered, 
by being much converſant with thoſe 


who 158 in the ſpirit of the world. Mr. 


D- once ſaid to me, I hope you are 
ſincere; and then you may eaſily with- 
ſtand the frowns of the world; but if 


you can withſtand its /m;les, I ſhall think 
ſomething of you. 


+ Al; ik Jefus the ſinner's only friend, 
had not interpoſed, the world, the vain, 


deceitful world, would have deſtroyed 


me. It can furniſh more inſtruments 


for our hurt, than there are ſtars in the 


firmament. But if our enemies are 
mighty, the Lord Jeſus is Almighty; 


he can, he does, he will ſubdue them. 


He will conduct the poor ſinners that 
cleave to him, and hang upon him, 


through all the changes of this mortal 


life, and bring them ſafely home to him- 
bell. Then they ſhall haye done with ſin 


and 
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and forrow for ever. Then they ſhall 


caſt their crowns of glory at the Re- 


deemer's feet, and aſcribe, as is moſt 


juſtly due, Honour, Might, Majeſty, 
Dominion and Power, to him that ſitteth 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb for 


ever. God grant that I may be of the 
happy number, 


MARGARET MAGDALEN JASPER. 


Igington, Sept. 27, 1774. 
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within me, bleſs his Holy Name. 
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1774. 


OEFEPTEMRER 27. O thou Omniſ- 


cient, Omnipreſent Saviour! Look 


down from Heaven, the habitation of thy 
glory, upon a poor ſinful creature, who | 
intreats thy bleſſing and influence, in what 
1 may from this day write down for my 
own edification, as time ſhall permit, of 


thy gracious dealings with my hell de- 


ſerving foul, Bleſſed be thy name, 1 


can fing of mercy. Thou haſt abounded 


towards me in loving-kindneſs. Bleſs 


the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is 


October 
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October 6. This verſe of Pſ. xlii. 


was much bleſſed to my mind, Why art 
thou caſt down, O my foul ?—hope thou 


in God for I ſhall yet praiſe hin. A pre- 


cious cordial for a ſin- ſick foul. O my 


| Gracious Saviour increaſe my faith! All 


things are poſſible to them that believe. 
Lord I would believe, help thou my un- 
belief! Withour thee I can do nothing, 


I cannot think a good thought, but as 


Thou enableſt me. I deſire to caſt my- 


ſelf as a blank, into thy hands, that thou 


mayeſt write upon me, as ſcemeth good 


unto thee, I was much affected to-day, 


at hearing of the ſudden death of a gen- 


tleman in the country. O Lord, prepare 


me to meet thee, that whenever death 


ſhall come, I may have nothing to do, 
but to die, and chearſully reſign my 


ſpirit 1 into dur hands, 


Tk My mind, to day, was s ſtupid 
and! inattentive, and only awake to Pride 
and 


. 
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and Unbelief, I was tempted to think, 
that if I was a child of God, there would 
not be theſe changes in my frames, and 
feelings. But after many refleCtions, and 


a ſtrict examination of my heart, I found 


the fault was entirely on my ſide. That 
text Iſa. liv. was a ſeaſonable balm for 


my diſtreſs, For a {mall moment I have 
forſaken thee, but with everlaſting lov- 
ing-kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, 


ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer.” The 
apoſtle Pau] had need of a thorn in the 
fleſh, a meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, 


Shall I then, who am ſo vile and ſinful, 


preſume to contend with my Maker? 


God forbid. Nor let my ſoul fink under 
theſe afflictions; nor conclude from them 
that the Lord doth not love me; but 

rather the contrary, for whom he loveth 

he chaſteneth. The Lord was pleaſed 


to remove the cloud, in the evening, 
under a ſermon I heard from Math. v. 35. x 


6c Be not afraid, only believe.“ | 
26th, 
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ach. I was in a very peeviſh frame of 
mind to-day, could have quarrelled with 
myſelf, or with any body. Oh, when 
ſhall I be delivered from theſe evils ? 
The enemy ſuggeſts I am not fit to die. 
Were I to live till I am, in and of myſelf, 


fit to die, I muſt live for ever. My ſal- 


vation mult be free. And J am ſure if I 


reach heaven, as I believe I ſhall}, 


through the blood of the God-man, I 
ſhall teſtify to all the bleſſed around the 
throne, free, unmerited grace has brought 
me hither. 
7 
November iſt. Not many months 
ago, as thoſe who know me can witneſs, 
to what a length of ſin did I run? Even 
to make a public ridicule of every thing 
ſerious. The remembrance of it grieves 
my ſoul. But when I left my God, was 
I happy ? Alas! no. There is more 


happineſs in the croſs of Chriſt, than in 
al that the world can Sie. Without 


him, 
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him, I muſt be completely miſerable; 


and I was ſo then. Conſcience flew in 


my face, and I had no power to redreſs 
myſelf, To him I durſt not look up; 
but when J was fallen from him, farther 
than in an unwakened ſtate, he merci- 


fully brought me back. Let none deſpair 


of his mercy, fince it has been extended 


to a wretch like me. O Lord, give me 


a broken heart. 


15th. Found a bleſſing in prayer, and 
was preſerved in a. ſerene, calm ſpirit 


| the former part of the day; but in the 


evening, gave too much way to levity. 
O Lord, give me Aa tender conſcience, 


that I may be pricked to the heart, 


every time I offend. The leaſt fin in 
my own fight, muſt be very great in the 
view of thy infinite purity, = 


December 2. O Lord thy judgments 


are right, and thou in very faithfulneſs 
D haſt 
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haſt afflicted me, I have received good 
at thy hand, and ſhall I not receive evil. 
Only forſake me not. Help me to ſay 


with Mrs. Rowe, „I have all things in 
poſſeſſing thee. Whatever tempeſts ariſe 


yet thou art my God. I cry to thee, 
and the ſtorm is appeaſed. I find my 


expectations from the world, diſap- 


pointed, friends prove falſe, and human 


dependance vain; but ſtill thou art my 
God, my rock, my inheritance.“ Can 
I fink with ſuch a prop? 


17. A domeſtic incident rufled my 


temper, and it was long before I re- 
covered humiliation and peace. Oh for 


a tender ſpirit, that I may ſhun the leaſt 
appearance of ſin! Oh for the lamb- 
like ſpirit of the Holy Jeſus, who bore 


all his ſufferings with ſubmiſſion and pa 
tience EY | 


5 


October 2 5. St. Sepulchre' s doleful 


bell awakened me this morning, and 
I was 


(- 51 + 
J was induced to fee the malefaftors 
paſs in their way to Tyburn. The 


ſight affected me more than I can ex- 


preſs. Methinks I could have gone and 
ſuffered for them, if that would have 
ſaved their precious ſouls. They ſeemed 


hardened and obdurate, Sin, what 
evil haſt thou brought into the world! 


I could ſay, when I ſaw them, (like 
one of whom I haye heard) There goes 


my picture. The fame ſeed of evi], 
which has brought them, in the flower 


of youth, to an ignominious death, is 
in my heart alſo; and if not ſubdued by 
the power of God, might have prevailed, 
and I have been guilty of equal wicked- 
neſs. Oh what has grace done for me! 


It has delivered me from the powers of 
darkneſs, and tranſlated me into the 
kingdom of God. ö 


November 4. How miſtaken and 
blinded are they, who can think of de- 
| D OY ferring | 
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ferring their repentance to a ſick or dying 


bed! I muſt confeſs, that my diſorder, 


which at preſent is only a ſlight cold, affects 
not my body only, but my mind, ſo that 


J can hardly attend to any thing ſerious. 


Nay, | feel fo peeviſh, fretful, and diſ- 


ſatisfied, as if I could quarrel with myſelf, 
and with all about me. What a comfort 


that the Lord Jeſus has declared, Sin 


ſhall not have dominion over me! 


December 11. I was this day called 


to walk through a fiery furnace, but my 
Saviour was with me. His arm is om- 


nipotent. 


15. Through intricate and difficult 
paths, I truſt the preſence of the Lord 
was with me. Oh that I could cleave 
to him, Whatever he does, is well 
done, Nothing ſeems to lie before 
me but affliction upon affliction. My 


forrows are only known to God. 


31. Lord, 
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31. Lord, as I am conſtrained, by 
thy Providence to ſpend a ſilent Sabbath, 
vouchſafe me thy bleſſing at home, for 
Thou art not confined to places. Help 
me to examine my conduct during the 
year which is now cloſing, I am 
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* aſhamed to think how many years I lived 
4 before I thought of Thee, and that ſince 


I have known Thee, I have made ſo little 

improvement. Lord, I am thine by 

creation, thine by redemption. Oh 

then, accept me as I am, make me what 

Thou wouldeft have me to be! This 

i year is nearly gone, Thou only knoweſt 

whether I may ſee the end of the following 

year. Oh that I may be fo prepared for 
death, that, come when it will, I may have 

nothing to do, but to die. Bleſs my 

dear relatives, and fave thoſe of them, 

who now ſtand upon a dangerous pre- 

cipice, from the pit of deſtruction. 

Bleſs all my friends, reward my bene- 

factors, forgive my greateſt enemies. 


D 3 Eſpecially 
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Eſpecially bleſs thy dear miniſters, make 
them burning and ſhining lights, and may 
the happy time ſoon arrive, when the 
knowledge of the Lord ſhall fill the land, 
and the earth, as the waters cover the ſea, 


1776. 

Janvary 18, 1776. This evening met 
with a grievous trial. —But huſh ! ſhall 
I diate to the Lord? forbid it, O my 
God] may I be ſtill and bow with humble 
ſubmiſſion, Thou knoweſt what is for my 
good. Thou haſt not promiſed to ex- 


empt me from trials, but to ſupport me 
under them. What moſt pained me, 


was a ſlight from one to whom I ever 
was a ſincere friend, and whom 1 looked 
upon as a friend to me. I did not deſerve 

it at her hands, nor could I have fo treated 


my greateſt enemy, if in my ſituation. 


But I muſt not ſhew reſentment, I muſt 
endeavour to overcome evil wich good. 
Oh that the forgiving loving ſpirit of my 


| bleſſec Lord and, maſter may reign in my 


heart! 
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1 
heart! May I live upon him, and be 
content with every thing that befalls 
me! _ 


March 27. Walked in Weſtminſter 
Abbey, ſurveyed the ſumptuous monu- 
ments containing the remains of many 


_ whoſe names are enrolled in the book of 


fame. But alas! what are they better 


if not found written in the Lamb's book 
of life! What are the great warriors 
; and captains, to the happy ſouls who 
overcome the world, the fleſh, and the 


devil? Theſe: great conquerors could 


not conquer death; but the Chriſtian 
can triumph over it. The believer's 
name is enrolled in the annals of Heaven. 


May mine be buried in ſilence here, ſo 
that it be remembered there, My ut- 
moſt ambition is then ſatisfied. 


April 2 5. TI have laid a very impor- 


tant affair before the Lord; and have a 


BS: hope 
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hope that he will appear in my behalf. 
I know not how others may do, but 


ſure I am, that I dare not undertake 


any thing, without making it matter of 


prayer. And though he often ſeems 
not to anſwer, ſtill I muſt truſt him. 
For who knows but he is now anſwer- 


ing my prayer; though not in the man- 
ner J had conceived in my own mind. 
His ways and thoughts are not as mine. 
All that he doeth is well done. 


October 2. Very buſy in packing 
up. Gracious Saviour, keep my heart 
ſerene. To go out ia the capacity of a ſer- 


vant, is a trial, as I was not brought up 
to it. But I believe it is the will of my 


Jord, and therefore I willingly acquieſce. 
May his preſence go with me, and his 


bleſſing reſt upon me. Lord, do with 
me what thou wilt, only give me grace 
to live to the b and glory of * 
Nahe; Amen. 


7. My 
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7 7. My mind is eaſier ſince I came into 
1 this family, and I am reconciled to my 
3 


firuation, in a meaſure though I am a ſer- 
vant, Lord help me to tread in thy ſteps, 
who cameſt into the world, not to be mi- 
niſtered unto, but to miniſter. I cannot 
now have much time for writing, but 
I hope not to give up praying. May 
every action of my life, be a religious 
act, by being performed for Thee. 
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April 1, 1777. This morning my 
dear maſter and family went from Lon- 
don for two months, and have left me in 
charge of the houſe. O Jeſus, my only 
friend and refuge, vouchſafe me thy pre- 
ſence. Solemnly do I now commit my- 
ſelf into thy hands, to be both preſerved 
and ruled by Thee, I am alittle fearful, 
as I never was left in a houſe by myſelf, 

before. But why ſhould I be afraid? 
If 1 belong to the Loid, thoufands of 
miniſtering angels are my inviſible guard: 


And 
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And Thou thyſelf, art with me. Into 
thy hands I commit all that I have, and 
am, beſeeching thee to keep me and the 
houſe by thine Almighty Power. 


April 28. Drank tea at a houſe where 
I met with a clergyman, whoſe wife 


1 might have been. A difference in 
ſentiments was the reaſon [I did not 


accept his offer. And indeed it is ſome 


degree of comfort to me, that of the 


many genteel offers I have had, I did 
not accept any. For as matters have 


turned out with regard to temporals, I 
can bleſs God that I now ſuffer as an 


individual, and that no one is involved in 
my diſtreſſes: which I truſt He has ſanc- 
tified to me. May he write a law of 
gratitude upon my heart ! 


June 10. I told a wilful untruth this 


morning, which brought ſuch a remorſe 


of conſcience upon me through the whole 


day, 


4 
* 

Tx 
7 
4 
Bf 

: 

4 

N 

75 

1 
i:% 

* 
1% 
ry. 
1 
- 

_ 7 
16 2 
+ 

"By 
"i 

* 
9 

4 
4 T 

d . 

46% 

7 7 

72 * 
3 

"3&0 

NIGER 

8 

. 1% 
OR 
» a8 

„ 

we OY 

1 20 

* 
r. 
= ? 
os 
3 

1 

by, 

9 

8 & 

4 

4 7 

75 10 

93 

5 

wo * 

* 
. * v 
4 
5 "ws 
x 1 
* 1 
* 
* 
3 
K 
5 
oy 
h 


>" 


«>< 4 * n N . «<< 5 n 1 4 £ — * "Cao. o 
5 * — mine 4 . , "= _— ä n . — , 5 . * W Wer n. wy 
om EE ˙ edn er a a 3 ” — p Pa 4 Wl « ad . N . 
1 eee E ² : I io out TEAS der x a 1 « x * © 6 


: "i 

Wy 
72 

4 5 


4 
5 4 
5 
yy 
1 


* 
Be AY 
— a 
SR 
. 
_ 
E . 
1 
% 
* 


( 59 ) 


day, as I ſcarcely ever felt before, It 


ſet me upon my knees more than once. 
O Father forgive me for Chriſt's ſake, 


and rather let my tongue cleave to the 


roof 'of my mouth, than be ſuffered to 
ſpeak a known falſhood. Lord, what am 
I, if left, for a moment to myſelf! 


12, I went out this morning about a 


buſineſs of my own, but went too much 
in my own ſtrength. I ſeemed confident 


that I ſhould not meet with di ſappoint- 


ment. But the Lord ſhewed me, that 


though I had propoſed, he had diſpoſed. 


But of all the diſappointments 1 have 


known, I never received one with more 
calmneſs and ſerenity than this. I was 
in a degree thankful, I was enabled to 
ſee that my proud heart needed this 


ſtroke to humble it. I muſt, and do, be- 


lieve, that every diſpenſation of provi- 


dence to me has been appointed out of 


love to my ſoul, by unerring wiſdom, 


( 6 ) 

-to lay me low, as in the duſt before the 

Lord. Croſſes I muſt ſtill expect, Lord 
prepare me for them. 


September 5. When I came home 


to-day, after hearing a good ſermon, a 9 
very trivial incident diſcompoſed my = 
mind ſo greatly, that I ſeemed as if poſ- |. 


ſeſſed with the fury of an evil ſpirit. It 

may be well ſaid, Out of the heart pro- 1 
ceedeth every abomination, When I came A 
to reflect upon my behaviour, I could 
truly ſay, The ſpirit of man will ſuſtain 
his infirmity, but a wounded ſpirit who 
can bear? O Lord rebuke me not in 
anger, neither chaſten me in thy hot diſ- 
pPleaſure. Lord, I acknowledge my tranſ- 

greſſion, my ſin is ever before me. How 
could I, who profeſs myſelf a child of 
thine, give way to ſuch a ſpirit of paſ- 

ſion and pride! The remembrance of it 
cuts me deeply. I can only caſt myſelf 
at thy feet with the prayer of the Pub- 
lican, God be merciful to me a ſinner. 

„ Help 


(61) 
Help me, O my God, for vain is the 
help of man ! 


21. A day of great temptation. The 
enemy preſſed upon me many things in 
which he charged me with being a vile 
hypocrite both to God and man. He 
urged, that many go great lengths in re- 
ligion, yet, at laſt, prove caſt-aways ; and 
that without doubt I ſhould be one of 
the miſerable ſouls to adorn his con- 
queſts. I was diſtreſſed beyond deſcrip- 
tion; but I told him he was a liar from 
the beginning. But that though I juſtly 
deſerved to periſh, I would truſt in Jeſus, 
the ſinner's Friend, and that if I did 
periſh, it ſhould be crying for mercy. 
I aſked him what he thought to do with 
me, ſuppoling he could get me, for 
none but blaſphemers dwelt in his 
pit; and if J was there, I could not 
join with them, I ſaid, Satan, is there 
one praying ſoul in hell? thou art con- 
ſtrained to anſwer, No. Well then, 1 

truſt 


( 62 ) 


truſt the Lord will not ſuffer me to be 


the firſt. I am the Father's gift to the 
Son, and the purchaſe of his atoning 


blood; and he has ſaid of ſuch, They 


ſhall be with me where I am. 


A ſermon I heard in the evening from 
Zech. Xiti. 7. proved very applicable to 
my caſe :—1 will bring a third part 
through the fire. It was obſerved, the 


Lord, for wiſe reaſons, puts his children 


into furnaces and fires, temptation is one 
of them. Indeed, thought I, I have had 
a hot Bout in it this morning, Lord grant 
I may loſe nothing by the fire, but droſs, 


and come forth purified like gold. My 


| ſoul was much broken down under the 
| Word, and l truſt I was enabled to ſee the 
hand of che Lord in the Trial. = 


"Ms 21. Alas! low his my Salley 


been neglected! What was once a de- 


light,! is become a burden. I have neither 
pleaſure | 
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pleaſure in writing, 
T have written. 


henſive of the conſequences. 


May thy preſence go with me. 


( 63.) 
nor in reading what 
Muſt I believe that my 


profeſſion of religion has been no more 


than a deluſion; and that my hope has 
been in vain; I am plunged into an 


abyſs of miſcry, and what is worſe, though 


I know my danger, I ſeem not appre- 
From a 
hard and impenitent heart, good Lord 
deliver me, and ſoften it by that effica- 
cious blood, which alone can melt the 


rock! ! 


January 5, 1779. I am going to a new 
place in the country, upon the recom- 
mendation of Mr,—— Lord grant that 
it may be for thy glory, and my own good. 
. May I 
ſeek the Lord, conſult his will in his 


word, entreat his direction in all that 1 
undertake, make him the beginning and 


the end of all my deſires; then I ſhall 8 
be happy here and for ever. 
6. Was 
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6. Was received with great kindnefs, 


Oh that God ray ſanctify this retirement 
to me! I ſhall now have opportunity of 
admiring the works of creation, Lord 
grant that every ſublunary beauty and 


bleſſing, may, lead me to thee who art 


the fountain head. 


May 10. My conſcience accuſes me 


of ingratitude to that friend, who, of all 
others, deſerves every return of praiſe 


and ſervice, that a ſinful creature can 


give. O Lord. it is thy prerogative 


alone, to inſpire my mind with a deep 
and ſuitable apprehenſion of thy majeſty. 
Gracious Redemeer, I deſire, though. I 


know it is againſt the. fleſh, that thou 


wilt uſe any correction thou ſeeſt neceſ- 


ſary to mollify my heart, and to make it 
a copy of thine. I muſt be made perfect 
through ſufferings. Thou haſt ſaid, In 
the world ye ſhall have tribulation, but 
be of good cheer, in me ye ſhall have 


| PEACE 


{ 03 3 
peace. I praiſe thee that I do know a little 
of this peace, in the midſt of croſſes, loſles, 
and diſappointments. If God be mine, 
I have enough. May my knowledge of 
him daily encreaſe, and may it be my 
meat and drink to do his Will. 


December 11. I have heard that the 
ſhip, in which my dear brother failed, 
1s taken by the French, and carried into 


Breſt. Nature feels this ſtroke, and all 
the powers of my foul are at work. But 


I know an over-ruling Providence di- 
rects every event that befalls the chil- 
dren of men; and I truſt I ſhall know 
hereafter there was a need be for this. 
But, O my dear brother, what muſt you 
feel? O Saviour, leave him not deſti- 
tute, but if it be thy will, deliver him 

from his confinement, and grant me to 


ſee him again in the fleſh. Thy pro- 


miſes are my ſupport, and it is my duty 
to rely upon thee. Permit me, a ſinful. 
= creature, 
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creature, to enter into a covenant with 
thee, my great Creator; that by thy 
grace arid aſſiſtance, I may, and do give 


myſelf wholly up to thee, to bear what. 
ever thy infinite wiſdoni ſees fit to lay 


upon me, with that entire ſubmiſſion 


which becomes me. It is through much 
tribulation I muſt enter thy kingdom, 


Let me therefore account affliction a 
badge of honour, and a mark that I be- 
long to thee. Yet I cannot help feeling, 


and I humbly hope this is not ſinful. 


Thou didſt weep over Lazarus. O Lord, 


though I ſorrow for my brother, I ſub- 


mit. I only beg that thy grace may 
reach his heart, and that we may be 
happy with thee together at laſt, in thy 
heavenly kingdom, when forrow and 


ſighing ſhall be no more, 


31. O Lord, how many bleſſings 
have I received from thee this year ! 


and how ungrateful have been my re- 
© Fo os | turns. 
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( 67 ) 
turns. Thou haſt preſerved me ſafely 
through many dangers, trials, and back- 


lidings. Still vouchſafe to dig about, 


and manure this obdurate heart, and 
grant that I may never reſt in any con- 
dition in which my whole proſpect of 
happineſs is not fixed and centered in 
thee. Oh that I may love thee more, and 
ſerve thee better! and, at length, not- 


withſtanding all impediments, be brought 


home to thee, to ſee thee as thou art. 


| - 1780. 

April 2. I am dull, having loft my 
companion, who is removed to ſleep 
in another part of the houſe. Indeed, 
my dear Miſs L—, I did not know 


till now, how en l laved you, How 


ever, though we are parted in the night, 


we have many opportunities of being 


together in the day. I truſt we can 


both refle& with pleaſure, on the many 
happy retired hours we have had to- 


Ea MN aher. 


( 68 ) 
together. May the advantages appear 
in our future conduct through life. May 5 
we be {till united in heart, and the friendꝓ. 
ſhip which is begun below, be daily * 
growing till we meet above. 


June 18. What dreadful news from 3 
London! They ſay, that the mob, be- 8 
ſides demoliſhing the Popiſh chapels, A 
1 have deſtroyed the houſes of many no- 1 
| . blemen and others, ſet fire to the priſons, | 
| | and releaſed the convicts. Where this 
| _ unhappy affair will end, the Lord only 
knows; but the people ſeem to be ac- 
| tuated by a ſpirit of rebellion. Awfol 
* judgments hang over this guilty land. | i 
| Oh that in the midſt of them the Lord 
8 may remember his darling attribute, 
| Mercy! 


_— 


November 4. The account I heard 
| of my dear brother's death is confirmed. 
| He was wounded in an engagement, and 
8 carried 
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carried on ſhore, where he died and was 
buried. 


J read the mournful news with ſenſa- 
tions which I cannot deſcribe. O my 
deareſt brother, why was not I with thee 
to perform the laſt kind offices of life, 
to bathe thy bleeding wounds with my 
tears, to wipe the clammy ſweat from 
thy face, and adminiſter ſome conſolation 


to thy drooping ſpirit? Who knows what 


were thy ſufferings and the anguiſh of 
thy ſoul in the laſt moments of thy life ? 
What tribute can I pay to thy memory, 
more than wearing a mournful habit for 
thy ſake, and retaining thy image with 
the fulleſt impreſſion upon my heart ? 
There thou ſhalt remain the ſubject of 
my ferious thoughts, and I will weep for 
thee in my retired hours, 


Dec. 31. Anotheryear is gone, Lord grant 


me grace to give up all my concerns and 
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my heart to thee! Pardon my many pro- 


vocations and backſlidings, receive me 
graciouſly, and love me freely. Sanc- 


tify all thy diſpenſations to me. Thou 
haſt lately cut off a right hand. Thou 


haſt indeed wounded me in a tender 
part, but as I truſt it was with a deſign 


to cure, though one whom 1 dearly 
prized is gone, I will {till fay, Thy will, 
O Lord, be done, 


1781. 


January 21. I was favoured this 


morning with uncommon freedom in 


prayer. And having endeavoured to 


take an impartial review of my conduct 


through the laſt year; I confeſs, with 
ſhame and confuſion of face, that I have 
not lived, O Lord, as becomes a child 

of thine; I have not kept up the dig- 


nity of a King's daughter, but forgetting 


my noble privileges, 1 have flyoped 
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„ 
too much to the groveling vanities of 
this world. 


O Lord, I have nothing to recom- 
mend me to thy favour, I muſt come 
as a beggar pleading for that mercy, 
which Thou art more ready to give 
than I to receive. I can do nothing; 
not ſo much as think one good thought 
without thee. I cannot truſt to paſt ex- 
perience, yea, I will not. I cannot 
truſt to my frames and feelings, they 
often deceive me. I defire to renounce. 
and abhor myſelf in every view I can take; 


and to come to thee this evening, as the 


vileſt ſinner breathing, to receive a full 
remiſſion of my fins, and grace to devote 
my future lite to Thee alone. 


Feb. 11. It is my deſire, and the 
Lord knows it is, to have no will of my 
own. I am convinced that he can do 
me no wrong; and I am happy when I 

„„ , 1. GAY 
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N can trace his providence in every event 
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of my life. Nothing can happen by 
chance. I bleſs his name, that I am, 
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} | in ſome meaſure, thankful, that He has 
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placed me in a ſtate of dependance; by 
which I have gained ſuch experiences, N 
as I would not be without for the world. J 


March 21. The returning ſpring 3 
begins to appear, the ſnow- drop ſhews Z 
Its head, the violet cheers us with per- | 
fume. The hedges and the trees are 
ſhooting forth their buds, and in a few 
weeks they will be dreſt in all their beau- 
ty, and the pretty birds ſheltered by their 
ſhade, will tune their notes to their 
Creator's praiſe, Few are acquainted 
with the real pleaſure of a retired life in 
the country; I would not exchange it for 
the moſt magnificent palace, for all the 1 
grandeur the world can beſtow. Here, = 
my ming, free from the cares and hurries 3 
of the world, can contemplate the won- 3 
„ drous 
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drous works of an Almighty hand. I 
prefer the beauties of the early dawn, 
to the fineſt ſight the art of man can pro- 
duce. How beautiful the ſtreaks of gold 
which tinge the cluuds; then the riſing 
ſun diffuſes luſtre all around, and the 
damps and chills of the night, give place 
to the light and heat of day. Come you 
pleaſure takers, who waſte the day, and 
oreat part of the night, in diſſipation and 


folly; leave your downy pillows, and view 
the ſplendors of the morning! Creation, 
and all its works, fulfill the commands of 
God, and nothing but order and regularity 


is ſeen, Not ſo with man, he alone dares 
defy the authority of his Maker. 


April 1. The glory of the Lord ſhall 


fill the houſe of the Lord. How em- 


phatically is this promiſe fulfilled, when 


the preaching of the goſpel is attended 


with power and energy to the ſinner's 


heart! Though hard as a flint, it then 


melts like Wax x before the fire, and be- 
| comes 
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comes ſuſceptive of the impreſſions of 


divine grace. O Jeſus, my maſter, look 


down in mercy upon me, and warm my 
heart with ſuch a ſenſe of thy love, that 
from the ſtrongeſt principle, gratitude, 
I may love thee above all! 


May 8. The experience of every day 


rebukes my heart for its ingratitude. [ 


am engaged to love thee by the ſtrongeſt 


ties, for Thou haſt abounded in mercy 


and loving- kindneſs to me. Yet my 


inſenfible heart can be unmindful of 


Thee, and can ſometimes queſtion the 
power, the goodneſs, yea, the very Being 
of my God. Lord, what a poor creature 


am I in my belt eſtate! Oh, be pleaſed 
to ſtrengthen my faith, to confirm my 
hope, and to re- convert every moment 


all the faculties of my ſoul, to be inſtru- 


ments of thy praiſe as they have been of | 
thy diſhonour, 


3 June 
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June 1. My wiſhes aſpire beyond the 
bounds of earthly things. I deſire to 


look, with the utmoſt indifference, upon 
all that would ſtand in competition with 


Thee. And though a priſoner upon 


earth, I would mount on the wings of 
holy thoughts and meditations, to the 


throne of glory. There, with Mary, 


to caſt myſelf at the Redeemer's feet, and 
learn of him who is meck and lowly. 
May I caſt all my fins into his ſepulchre; 


and eſpecially that abominable fin, pride. 


Lord, root it for ever out of my heart! 


Do I not too often miſtake ſelf-love, 
for the love of Jeſus? and by looking 


too much to my frames and feelings, 
diſhonour him, whom I wiſh to prefer 
as my chief good! My heart is deceitful 
above all things; and when my ſpirit is 


calm and happy, is too prone to lead me 
to think myſelf ſomething, when in re- 
ality I am nothing but finful duſt, 
Gave 
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Gave my little mite to the poor ſuf- 


ferers by the late fire. Lord accept it, 


could 4 have afforded, I would have 
given much more. Could I envy the 


rich, it would be for the opportunities 
they have of doing good. Bur where 
little 1s given, little is required, I am 


content. I aſk not for riches or honours, 


but this one thing I do aſk, for an un- 
derſtanding heart, to know myſelf and 
Thee. And then, who will, may take 
BURNS, and all its e for me. 


Falk I. What blefſed ſoilorid did my 


ſoul enjoy, when, with humble boldneſs, 
I could call Thee mine! When I knew 
my title to Heaven was no leſs ſure, than 
if 1 was already there! Thoſe were 
golden hours, but alas! they are gone. 
My ſun has withdrawn his beams, and a 
gloomy night has ſucceeded, O Lord, 

moſt holy, O God, moſt mighty, ſuf- 

fer me not to add fin unto fin, My 
ons ont: peace 
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peace depends upon thy favour, if de- 
prived of that, I muſt be miſerable! 


But return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, the 
Lord is merciful, and full of compaſſion, 


and will not caſt off for ever. 


1 3. Lord thou haſt been a 1 ind 


a father to me who never knew my own 
father. But I truſt he feared thee, and 
Nept in Jcſus.. He choſe for his funeral 


text, Iſa, xxxviil. 17. Thou haſt caſt 


all my fins behind thy back. Being a 
little way out of London for the benefit 


of the air, he came to town with my 
mother and uncle. My uncle remark- 


ing it was a bad day, (it ſnowing very faſt,) 
He ſaid, Oh, it is a fine day for my ſoul 
to go to Heaven. He had juſt got out 

of the coach, and ſeated himſelf in a chair, 


when he died without a groan. I was 
then only two years of age, and can have 


no remembrance of him ; but I truſt to 
meet him, with all the blood- bought 


children of God, before the throne. 
October 
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October 26. We are about removing 
to London, the place of my nativity, and 
the ſcene of many ſorrows to me. 
Sanctify them, gracious Lord, and they 
ſhall be bleſſings. And now el beſeech _ 
Thee to prepare me, for whatever Thou 
halt prepared for me. Farewel rural 
retreats, where I have enjoyed ſweet in- 
tercourſe with Thee. Thou didſt love 
retirement when on earth, and didſt 
ſpend whole nights in prayer, for ſin- 
ners like me. May I follow thy exam- 
ple, and improve every opportunity of 
ſecluding myſelf from the hurry of 4 
giddy world. e 


1782. 
January 5. Lord, on thy truth I. 
build my hopes for time and eternity ; 
in other things, my views and hopes are 
often diſappointed; but in Thee I find 
an ever- flowing ſpring of conſolation ; 
and ſince thou remaineſt unchangeable, 

my 


3 

my, all is ſafe. If thy truth could fail, the 
bleſſed regions above would be filled with 
horror, and the ſaints in light would have 
no ſecurity for their bliſs! But in thine 
immutability, all their joys and comforts 
are ſafe, My ſoul ſhall therefore make | 
her boaſt in the Lord! 


February 1. Lord, pity the poor, 
in this ſharp weather, and incline the 
rich to relieve them. We have many 
noble charitable inſtitutions ; but till, 
was the one half ſpent in folly. and diſ- 
ſipation, employed in theſe uſes, how 
many ſorrowful hearts, widows, and 
fatherleſs would rejoice ! and what bleſ- 
ſings would redound to the chearful 
giver! If ye have done it to one of the 
leaſt of theſe, our Lord ſays, ye have 
done it unto me. What conſolation in a 
dying hour, from a conſciouſneſs, that 
time, talenrs, and fortune, were devoted 
to his ſervice! Our good works will 

| not 
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not recommend vs to the favour of God, 
bur as evidences of our. love to him, 


they will meet with acceptance, Surely 


they who love Chriſt, will love to tread in 
his ſteps. And he went about doing 


good to the bodies and minds of ſinners, 
and ſome of his greateſt enemies were 


partakers of his bounty, 


March 3. I was remarkably favoured 


this morning in meditation, before we 


met in family worſhip. I could, with 
ſweet and humble freedom, converſe 


with the God who made me. I had 


ſuch manifeſtations of his love to my 
ſoul, that J was, as it were, caught up to 
the third heaven, and could not but ſay, 


Now, take me to thy kingdom, that 1 


may ſee Thee face to face, without a 
veil. I do, in a meaſure, find my af- 
fections deadened to every thing but 
Thyſelf. There is nothing here which 


I covet, or which I would not joyfully 


leave. 


9 

leave. Oh then ſatisfy my longing de- 
ſires, and conduct me to the land of 
peace, to my heavenly home! 
April 7. Bleſſed be thy great name 
Thou haſt in a meaſure removed the 
violent diforder from my throat and 
breaſt. I was indeed within ſight of the 
grave, and expecting to be choaked, 
But I praiſe Thee that my mind was 
quite eaſy, my hope blooming and full 
of immortality, and I could look upon 
death as a conquered enemy. Bur ſince 
it is thy pleaſure that I ſhould live longer 
here, I determine, in thy ſtrength, and 
in thy name, to go forth againſt every 
enemy of my foul, and every hindrance 
to my ſalvation, until Satan be finally 
bruiſed under my feet. The world ſhall 
no longer divide my heart with my Sa- 


viour, for He moſt, and ſhall, Rave the 
whole. * 2 ; 
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April 24. I think not ſo much of the 


terrors of death, as of his commiſſion. 


This is from the Lord, and though he 
be a meſſenger in mourning, he will bring 
good news. Oh, that I may be in a 
right frame of mind, when this ambaſſa- 


dor from the King of Kings ſhall de- 
mand an audience! This world is not 
my reſt, I was formed for nobler en- 
joyments, than I am capable of attain- 


ing to here. And though the way to 
my crown lies through the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, ſince it is but a ſhadow 


why ſhould I fear it? The more I con- 
template death, the milder his aſpect. 
appears. What joy will it give me, 
to leave this frail and ſinful ; body, to be 


joined to my glorious Head; and to ex- 
change a life of trouble, for life eternal, 


Oh my gracious Redeemer, forgive 
me, I beſeech thee, if my earneſt defire to 
be gone is ſinful! Endue me with that 
5 ſweet 


GT” 


9 


on 


ſweet reſignation which may fink my 


will into thine. I muſt fay, with Mr. 
Janeway, that the oreateſt act of pa- 
tience is, to be willing to live, When I 


think of that kingdom, that glory, which 


is reſerved for me in Heaven, I can ſcarce- 
ly be content to live another day upon 
earth, The world has no allurements 
for me. My heart 1s raiſed above 1r. 
Oh, that I had wings like a dove, then 
would [ * 80 and be at reſt. 


Tone / 1. Diſpoſe my heart, O Land 
to admire and adore thy infinite goodneſs? 
Another alarming ſtroke was needful to 
humble my pride, and to ſhew me that 
in my beſt eſtate, I am but duſt. On 


Tueſday laſt, I thought indeed the pulſe 


of life would quickly ſtop. I had not 


been well for ſome time, but that day I 
was exceedingly ill. Mrs. L—— in the 
morning kindly deſired me to go to bed. 
But as ſhe was herſelf unwell, and it was. 
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» buſy time, I could not think of it. At 
ſeven in the evening, being much worſe, 


J went into my room. I had no ſooner ſat 
down, than I found ſomething uncom- 


mon coming over me, and I ſeemed to 


be in the agonies of death. My hands 


and feet were cold and contracted, 1 
was unwilling to alarm the family, but 


fearing, if I did not, and they ſhould 
come in, and find me dead, the conſe- 
quences might be worſe ; I knocked, for 
I could not move. Miſs L—— came 
up immediately, I begged her not to be 
alarmed, but I believed 1 was dying. 
She called her Mamma; they tried, in 
vain, to open my hands, which ſeemed 
already dead. Mr. .L—— although 


very ill himſelf, ran for the Doctor. 


When he came, I had, in ſome meaſure, 
recovered the uſe of my hands, but the 
agitation of my whole body was very 
great, He ordered me to be put to bed 
inſtantly, and to have my hands and 
1 0 feet 
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fet rubbed with a ſtrong decoction of 
muſtard, which had no effect for ſeveral 
days, the numbneſs was fo great. I 
feared I ſhould loſe the uſe of my limbs, 
T thank the Lord that fear is now re- 
moved, but I till feel the effects of this 
ſhock, and expect I ſhall feel it for ſome 
7 time. Oh that theſe things may wean 
me from the world! If my path to 
Heaven was ſmooth, I fear J ſhould 
* forget the crown of glory. Bodily af- 
| flitions, croſſes, and diſappointments, 2 
teach me to long for a better ſtate, where 
fufferings ſhall not reach me, My 
wuarmeſt thanks are due to Mr. and Mrs. 
'*® L——,and Miſs, for their affectionate 
11 and tender behaviour. I am grieved 
-* when ] reflect on the trouble I have 
| given to this family. But I truſt, that 
my Lord, who has in mercy engaged to 
pay all my debts, will abundantly repay 
them; for he has ſaid, If but a cup of 
cold water be given, in his name, it ſhall 
not loſe its reward! 
3 3. July 


636 
July 1. (In the country.) 1 was de- 
lighted this morning, when walking in 
the fields, to ſee the luſtre of the drops 
of dew, which might vie in brilliancy 
with the fineſt diamond. But they are 
ſhort-lived ornaments. An hour or tuo 
hence I might look for them in vain. 
Surely, they are a fit emblem of the beſt 
things which earth can afford. They 
may have a beautiful appearance, but 
are not laſting.  Merciful Creator, inſpire 
me with a holy contempt of the world, 
and of all ſublunary enjoyments; that 1 
may look at it, as I do at the dew upon 
the graſs, as yiclding but a momentary 
ſatisfaction! . 


Auguſt 12. Aſſured of an intereſt in 
the blood and righteouſneſs of the Son of 
God, what can greatly alarm me? I 
covet not the applauſe of men. I aſk no 
: more on this ſide Heaven, than to lead 
a life of faith and devotedneſs to God, 
nn”: 3 
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. 
and to enjoy heart- felt communion with 
my Lord. Nor can my deſires be ſatis- 


fied with leſs. 


Ll 


October 1. Dare I ſet bounds to thy 
goodneſs, or preſume to limit thy pa- 
tience? O my gracious God, I agun 


intreat thee to forgive me, becauſe Thou 


baſt forgiven me. Oh, accept, (I truil,) 
the penitential ſighs of my heart. I may 


ſay with David, Againſt thee only have 
1 ſinned. For though the command I 


had over my temper, prevented it from 


breaking out, what pride and paſſion 


didſt thou fee working in my breaſt! 


Oh this beſetting fin! When ſhall J con- 
quer it? I abhor it in others, and am 


often the firſt to diſcern it, in them. I 
am ſenſible the proud perſons moſt re- 


ſemble the devil. Alas! how often am 

I like him. Mierciful Saviour, be pleaſed 

to dethrone this idol. Down with it, 

down with ir, even to the ground. 


F 4 Make 
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| Make me humble in ſpirit, and holy in 
life, that I may be truly a follower of the 
meek and lowly Lamb of God! 


November 6. What can this world 
afford me, but confuſion and diſorder? 
Abiding peace and tranquillity, are blecit- 
ings remote from a ſtate beſet with evils, 
Vet, the ſou] that enjoys communion with 
God, and is reconciled to him in Chriſt. 
does find an inward peace, in the midſt 
of outward diſtractions, from an aſſured 
confidence in his unchangeable promiſes, 
and almighty power: and deſires to 
hear no voice but the Lord's, and to 
walk in no path, but that which He 
marks out. 


17. I have been enabled to lay the 
caſe of a very dear friend before the Lord. 
The proſpect I had of ſeeing the work of. 

Cod, which I hoped was begun in his 
| heart, increaſe, is greatly darkened. 
. A ſpirit 
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A ſpirit of levity ſeems to have ſtifled 
every ſerious impreſſion. Alas! how 
many ſnares are there to entangle young 
converts. Our beſt reſolutions, unleſs 
confirmed by the aſſiſtance of God, are 
but like the morning cloud, or the early 
dew! How awful is it to draw back, 
after ſeeming to ſet out well, and to bid 
fair for obtaining the prize! Lord, give 
the dear youth to ſee the ſublime deſign 
of thy goſpel ! a ſeparation from the world 
and all its vanities, a ſurrender of the 

heart to God, to be no longer our own, 
but devoted to him. How dreadful, to 
reſt in any condition, in which our 
Everlaſting All is not ſecured! The 
promiſes belong only to them who hold 
out to the end. O Lord, give him to 
ſee his danger before it be too late; and 
to reflect on the forrow he once felt for 
fin, and the prayers which he once of- 
fered with ſo much fervency! 


In 
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In the afternoon, I heard Dr. W —. 
I was exceedingly ſtruck on going into 
the chapel, it being, the place I had 
known 1n better days, Oh, that I could 
forget what I once was, and fix my 
thoughts on what I now am; a poor 
outcaſt amongſt men, yet, through 
grace, a daughter of the great King! 
What then can I deſire more? All is 
mine, for I am Chriſt's. 


30. Alas! how changeable is the 
human mind: A very dear friend, one 
who ſha!] always be dear to me, and who, 
to ſpeak with the apoſtle, would once, 
had it been poſſible, have plucked out 
her own eyes, to have given them to 
me, can now behave with the greatelt 
diſtance and reſerve. The cauſe I know 
not; if the fault be mine, Lord help me 
to ſee it, and be humbled for it. It has 
given me much pain, for J cannot well 
bear a Night from thoſe, for whom I 

Have 
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have more than a common affection. 
May I learn from this, the very im- 
portant leſſon, to put no confidence in 
man; who, in his belt eftate, is vanity 
and inconſtancy. Had it been an enemy, 
it would have grieved me leſs. But it 
was thou, my triend, my companion, 
with whom I took ſweet counſel. But 
muſt we part in ſpirit? Impoſſible! 
Till death ſhall cloſe my eyes, I will not 
ceaſe to pray for you, treat me with what 
_ contempt you will, Oh what a mercy 
is it, that whom the Lord loveth, he 


loveth to the end. He is an unchange- 

able friend, that ſticketh cloſer than a 

brother. Oh that I could depend more 
upon him, and leſs upon creatures! 


1783. 

January 22, I have lately been in 
high ſpirits, having been favoured with 
a long reſpite from bodily affliction ; 
and like the Pſalmiſt, began to think 

8 that 


. 
that my mountain ſtood irons. But 1 
have been humbled by the chaſtiſement 
of an indulgent father; God treats me 
as a child. He ſaw the cold, and fore 
throat, which are now upon me, were 
neceſſary to prove my faith, love, and 
obedience. I acquieſce. Deny me not 
thy gracious ſupport, and I will endure, 
with chearfulneſs, whatever thou art 
pleaſed to lay upon me. When I awoke 
the other night, almoſt choaked, and 
could neither ſpeak nor ſwallow; I was 
unhappy to find my mind diſturbed and 
confuſed. I hope it was chiefly owing 
to an acute pain in my head, For ſtill, 
I bleſs the Lord, I can fay, I am not 
afraid to die. Jeſus 15 mine, and Jam 
his; what then have J to fear? 


31. Lord, I tremble when J recollect 
the temptations J have lately endured; 
and ſtill more, to think of my unbelief, 
and my ae to thee, in queſtion- 


ing 
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ing thy wiſdom and goodneſs; as if 
Thou walt accountable to me for thy 
diſpenſations. Shall the thing formed 
iay to him that made it what doeſt Thou? 
Oh that I had but patience to ſee the 
end! for then I ſhall be conſtrained to 
lay, Thou halt done all things well. I 
once had worldly proſpects, but I placed 
too much dependance on them. There-_ 
fore Thou wert graciouſly pleaſed to 
remove them; and ought this to give 
me concern? Should I not rather be thank- 5 
ful, that by theſe means, thou haſt, in 
ſome meaſure, weaned me from a deceitful 
world, and imbittered the ſweets of life, 
to make me ſcek my comforts in Thee! 


February 17. Satan tries to ſift me 
as wheat, but Jeſus has prayed for me; 
my truſt is in him, therefore I ſhall not 
be overcome. The enemy has been 
touching upon the old ftring—That I 
am a mere hypocrite, that my Diary is 
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all deceit and the flights of imagination, 
that J write from a motive of oſtentation, 
which will only ſink me deeper in guilt, 
and add to my condemnation, and that 
therefore I had better deſtroy it, and not 
leave it as a witneſs againſt myſelf. 
But to thee, Oh my God, who knoweſt 
the ſecrets of all hearts, I can appeal; 
that my motives for beginning and con- 
tinuing this Diary, are my own edifica- 
tion, and that I may more diſtinctly ad- 
mire thy goodneſs to ſuch an unworthy 
wretch. When it has anſwered theſe ends, 
my friends may inter it with me, in my 
coffin. But I truſt no temptation ſhall 
prevail with me to omit writing. 


May 1. I have again exchanged the 
noiſe and hurry of the city, for my be- 
loved retreat in the country, where I hope 
to be favoured with the Lord's preſence, 
and to be again happy in the company of 
a moſt dear friend. May the Lord ſanc- 
. iy 
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tify our meeting, and may we one day 
meet in Heaven, to part no more. How 
eauriful the face of nature appears. The 
gay landſcape around me declares the 
mighty works of God, and that, from 
winter barrenneſs, his power can create 
new life. Shall I then doubt his power in 
raiſing my dead ſoul to life, or in forming 


my body anew, after it has ſlept in the 
duſt? 


11. A letter brought me the mourn- 
ful news of my dear mother's death. 
This day fortnight I took leave of her. 
The meſſenger arteſted her, and in thirty- 
eight hours ſhe was removed to an eter- 
nal ſtate, Lord grant that I may meet 
her in Heaven! Support me, O thou 

friend of ſinners, under this diſpenſation, 
May it be a warning to me, to prepare 
for a ſudden death. Then, come when 
it will, it will lead me to a ſudden, yea, 
everlaſting glory, Oh, my dear mother, 
5 . could 
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could J have ſeen you in your laſt mo- 
ments, and received your dying bleſſing! 
but I truſt we ſhall meet again; I muſt 
indulge the pleaſing hope; for I cannot 
bear to part with you for ever, 


July 10. Very hot weather, and at 


night an awful ſtorm. I thought one 
clap of thunder; the loudeſt I ever heard, 
had ſhaken our houſe from the foun- 
dation. The heavens opening, the 
thunder roaring, the houſe rocking, the 


windows trembling, methought nothing 

was wanting to complete the alarming 
ſcene, but the quaking of the earth be- 
neath us, One of our young gentlemen 
was looking at his watch, when a fiafh 
of lightning tore the ſhagreen from the 
caſe, What a merciful providence, 
that it ſtopped there, and did not ſtrike 


him dead upon the floor! May this ſin- 


gular inſtance of God's protection 
awaken in him a ſuitable return of gra- 
| = titude. 
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titude. And as he is deſigned to appear 
in a public character, may he live to be 


a uſeful labourer in the Lord's vine- : 
yard! 


September 29. Am I not like a 
pelican in the wilderneſs? My dear fa- 
ther, mother, and brother are gone; 
and I am ſtill left an orphan in this per- 
plex ing world of ſin and ſorrow. Lord, 
why is this? Thou knoweſt that I love 
not the world, nor its vanities, My 
heart would fain be at reſt, my body 
| longs for the grave, and my immortal 
part is on the wing for heaven. Oh 

haſte my beloved, and remove me from 
a land in which I never can be happy! 
Why muſt I ſtill ſojourn ſo far from my 
father's houſe? But thy time is beſt, 1 
will wair for it. I can rely upon thy 
promiſe, that 1 ſhall, at laſt, fit down 
with thee in thy kingdom. What a con- 

G ſolation! 


1 
ſolation! Can I, or ought J, to deſire 
more! | 


| October 1. A meer trifle diſcom- 
poſed my mind much; Oh that I were 
| as anxious about things of more conſe- 
l quence! I loſt ſomething I valued out 
_ of my pocket; and miſſed it juſt as I 
| was going to church, I could not get 
the better of my concern during the 
lermon. When I came home, like the 
woman in the goſpel, I lighted a candle 
and fearched diligently till I had found 
it; then my heart was glad. Oh, that 
I could always act with ſuch circumſpec- 
tion, when my Saviour withdraws his 
preſence from my foul! Was I equally 
_ earneſt in ſecking after him, as I was to 
find, what, in compariſon, is a meer 
nothing, I ſhould not ſeek in vain! 


October 27. Set out early for Lon- 
don, But firſt redeemed ſome time tor 
5 prayer, 


1 

prayer, in which my beart was enlarged. 
Lord, I entreat thee let thy preſence go 
with me; and cover my defenceleſs head 
with the ſhield of thy power. Thou, 
alone, knoweſt the weight that hangs 
upon my mind. Oh, undertake for me, 
for I am indeed oppreſſed! 


November 3. I fat up late laſt 
night, reading the expericnce of Mrs, 
$——, I found many excellent paſ- 
ſages in it, but I think the book wants 
much correction. Went this morning 
early, to hear the Rev. Mr.. He 
ſaid good things; but as his diſcourſe 
was chiefly adapted to the members of 
his own ſociety, I was diſappointed. 
My heart was lifted up in prayer, that if 
J was in an error, the Lord would be 
pleaſed to ſhew it me. And that if Mr. 
— was, he might diſcover it time 
enough to prevent the torrent, which 1 
62 fear 
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fear will, otherwiſe, burſt forth after 

his death, I am forry to ſee the ex- 

tremes, to which things are carried on 

both ſides. Oh! that the great conteſt 

might be, who ſhould love the Lord 
moſt, and ſerve him beſt! 


December 1. O Lord, my God, am 
T not thine? I pray thee do with me, 
_ diſpoſe of me, for the beſt. A change 
of ſtate has this day been propoſed to me, 
and there ſeems the hand of thy provi- 
dence in the whole affair. But O my 
Saviour, let me ever, and from my heart 
ſay, Not my will, but thine be done. 
My friends approve it, and I think it 
my duty to pay ſome regard to their 
advice: but a buſineſs for life, requires 
deliberate conſideration. Lord, do thou 
direct me. Let me do nothing to offend 
thee. Rather let proſpects and af- 
fections be croſſed, than become a ſnare 
to draw my heart from thee; and let 
TE A | | every 


>. 
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every earthly love be held i in due ſubor- 
dination to tne, 


December 7. My friends are very 
ſolicitous to bring about this marriuge; 
but if it be not firſt made in heaven, 
good Lord grant that it may never be 
celebrated upon earth; but do thou in- 
terpoſe, and ſnarch me from the ſnare. 
Let no proſpect, however advantageous, 
prompt me to do that of which | here- 
after may repent. But if the union be 
of thy appointment, grant me grace that 
I may fill up my place and ſituation as 
becomes a ſervant of thine, and fo as 
not to bring a ſcanda], nor even a ble- 
miſh, upon my profeſſion. 


26. This day removes me from a 
family, ſome of whom are dear to me 
as my own life, May the beſt of 
bleſſings reſt upon them all. Haſten, 
dear Lord, the day, when [ hope we 
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ſhall meet in thy preſence to part no 
more. 


1784. 
January 1. O my all- ſufficient Friend! 
I bleſs the day that ever I became thine. 


Let thy favour be mine inheritance. 
1 cannot go aſtray if guided by thee. 


In thy everlaſting arms I am ſafe ; whe- 
ther I am to have poverty or riches, 
honour or contempt, all will be in cove- 
nant love, I begin this new year, O 
Lord, with a new and folemn furrender 
of my ſeif to Thee. Oh, forbid, that 


any new proſpects in life ſhould prove 


the occaſion of weaning my affections 


from thee, whom I am bound to ſerve 
by the ſtrongeſt motives! My heart 


muſt, and ſhall be thine, 


7, Laſt night was ſpent in Prayer 


and tears to God, for his bleſſing upon 


the event of this day, wherein I am to 
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change my name and ſtate. I hope, I 
have not been too haſty, the character 
of the perſon being ſo well known; and 
though I have not been long acquainted 
with him; He has known me ſeventeen 
years. 


January 8. The great event is paſt, 
and can never be recalled. May I never 
forget the ſacred. engagement I have 
made in the houſe of God, and in the 
preſence of his people. I have given 
myſelf to a huſband ; but fill the nobleſt 
powers of my mind muſt be devoted to 
the Lord. O may the Lord bleſs us 
with the light of his countenance, while 
I travelling together through this wilder- 
2 neſs; and, at laſt, may we dwell with 
' thee, in thy kingdom. There may we, 
and the dear children be admitted, with 
a Come, ye bleſſed of my Father! 


235. Once more! have taken my ſeat 
in the chapel in which I was confirmed. 
2 Ga When 
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When I firſt entered the pew, where 
I had often formerly fat with pleaſure, 
I was much affected. Oh! what changes 
have I ſeen in a few years! May I not 
add, what a change have J ſeen of late! 
Why did I ever diſtruſt thy wiſdom, O 
Lord, and fay with Jacob, All theſe 
things are againſt me? When thy over- 
_ ruling hand, in a myſterious way, Was 
. the moſt minute concerns of 
my life, to work together, for my tem- 
Poral, as well as my ſpiritual good! 


April 1. I have been very poorly of 
late, which has reminded me of the in- 
ſtability of all creature comforts. Happy 
is that ſoul, whoſe only repoſe is in 
Chriſt! Let ſickneſs, or death, appear 
in their gloomy forms, they cannot ſe- 
Parate us from the love of Chriſt! Nay, 


in all theſe things we are more than 
| eee | h 


April 4. 


1 

April 4. Received an account of our 
little Charlotte's death, of the hooping- 
cough. I little thought when I ſaw the 
ſweet innocent, bur two days ago, that 
ſhe was ſo near her end. But we have 
this conſolation, that ſhe is happy, and 
with her kindred ſpirits, ſinging the 
| praiſes of her God and Saviour. Oh 
that I may ſoon join with her in che de- 
lightful employment ! 


May 10. How apt are the cares of 
this world to draw the mind from hea- 
venly things! But let me ſhake myſelf 
from the duſt, and may every avenue of 
my heart be open to the impreſſions of 
divine grace, that I may be rooted and 
grounded in the knowledge of my Saviour, 

My obligations to him are very great, 
and till he daily affords me new favours. 

The ſolicitude I feel to pleaſe a beloved 
huſband often upbraids me with the 
coolneſs of my affection to my Great 
Huſpand, 7 


5 


Huſband, my Redeemer, the Holy One 


of Iſracl. I cannot receive kindneſs from 
my huſband, without making all the 
return in my power. My affection to 
him increaſes daily, and I think to pro- 
mote his good I could part with life, 


Can I feel thus towards a ſinner like 


myſolf, and be leſs ſenſibly influenced by 


the goodneſs of my Creator? Oh the 


frailty of the human heart! 


October 3. Was at my Redeemer's 
table to-day, with my beloved huſband. 


Loid give us grace to live devoted to 
thee while on earth, and then to ſit down 
at the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, in 
—_ SE, 


10. Call upon me, ſays my Lord, 
in the day of trouble, and I will deliver 


thee. In my preſent ſituation to whom 


can I look for help but unto thee? My 
_ apprehenſions are, at times, awakened, 


and 
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2nd I fear, leſt in the hour of diſtreſs 1 
ſhould prove a coward. But may thy 
promiſe and thy power be my ſupport. 


If it pleaſe thee, make me the joyful ' 


mother of a living and perfect child, that 


may be devoted to thee from the womb. 
But as all events are in thy hand, and 1 


know not how thou may'ſt ſee fit to 


deal with me, may I be . to thy 


will 1 


8 55 May hs of praiſe 


reſound from my heart and tongue for 


the great deliverance the Lord has vouch- 


ſafed to me. I found that word fulfilled, 


In ſorrow ſhalt thou bring forth children. 


It was a trying time, but he heard my 


prayers, and has given me a well formed 


and living child, which I have dedicated, 
both body and ſoul, to his ſervice. 


When the dear little infant was laid by 
my fide, I could not help weeping over 
it, while 1 1 prayed that the Lord would 


take 
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take it under his protection, and give us 
grace to bring it up for Him. 


November 25. Neceſſary attendance 
on my ſweet babe takes up much of 
my time. Forbid, O Lord, that it 
ſhould take off my heart from thee! If 
creature love draws the affections from 
the great object, our greateſt bleſſings 
become our greateſt ſnares. Love is 
due to our relatives, but it muſt be li- 
mited; otherwiſe, we ſet up a golden 
calf of our own, to worſhip, and then 
we may expect the Lord will remove the 
idol, For, he ſays, Give me thy heart. 
When I was ſingle, I could ſay, Lord 
here is mine; accept it and do with it 
what Thou wilt, But now my regard 
for a worthy indulgent huſband, and my 

child, makes me tremble for myſelf, left 
I ſhould be too much attached to crea- 
tures. Dear Saviour, have mercy on 
us both; let us not be idols to each 

2 2 other; 
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ether; but may we ſtrengthen each 
others hands, fo to paſs through things 
temporal, as finally to appear approved 
and acceptcd in thy kingdom, 


1785. 
July 20. How does the activity of 
men, in the little affairs of life, condeinn 


my remiſſneſs in greater concerns! Rounſe 


thyſelf, my ſoul, and purſue thy chriſtian 
courſe with renewcd alacrity, The crown 
of glory hangs over thy head! Be ſure 
thou keep that in tay view, and che 
world, with all its allurements, under thy 
feet. Caich not at ſhadows, but ſeck 
reali ies. Seck with fervency thoſe 


bleſſinge, which will give peace in life, 


and comfort in a dying hour. Then thy 


con{i..:'s Will be rewarded, and what was 


the reviv. ch and ſcorn of fools, will meet 
with ine applauſe cf angels. Then my 


eyes fail behold the Great King in his 
TY beauty, 


3 
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beauty, and contemplate his glori ious 
perfections, to all eternity. 


September 1. The and of the Lord 
has been egain upon me, and brought 


me near to the gates of death. But my 


faith was not lo ſtrong, nor my proſpects 


ſo bright, as in times paſt. I felt an 


unwillingaels to leave my earthly com- 


forts, Oh, Lord, ſearch the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of my heart, and if there be any 
thing that ſtands in competition with 


Thee, blot out the darling vanity from 
my breaſt. | 


, September 14. 1 have not yet re- 


covered my health and ſtrength. Alas! 
what a poor creature am I! what a 


murmuring and repining ſpirit have I 
felt, againſt the God that made me! 
how are the people deceived who think 
well of me! 1 lately aſked my dear 


huſband, what could be the cauſe of ray 
impa- 
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impatience, when formerly I could {o 


providence in afflictions. His anſwer 


ſtruck me to the heart, and has made 


me weep many times fince:—That he 
was afraid I did not hve ſo near to God, 
as I once did, and he hoped that he was 
not the cauſe. Alas! 1s not this the 
very caſe? Have I the ſame conſolation 
in prayer, in reading, in meditation, that 
I have had, or are theſe not now rather 


matters of form, than of pleaſure? Am 


not I afraid to dive to the bottom of 


my treacherous heart? Do not I fay, 


peace, peace, when the Lord ſees there 
1s nothing but confuſion? Are not my 
tempers changed for the worfe ? Inſtead 
of being more humble and meek, am 
I not haughty and imperious? O Lord, 
my iniquities are great and many, yet, 
with all my guilt, I muſt take up the 


language of Peter, To whom muſt or 


can I go, bus to Thee? Thou haſt 


had 


willingly ſubmit to the Lord's hand and 
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had mercy, thou canſt have mercy, even 


upon me. Lord, ſave me, or J periſh. 
Oh waſh me from my ſins, in thy pre- 
cious cleanſing blood. 


The ſoul that has truly taſted that the 
Lord is gracious, can find no peace or 
comfort, without the preſence of Chriſt. 
My late temptations have confirmed this 


truth to me. Oh that the love of my 


Saviour may melt and change my heart 


throughout; that I may no more return 


to folly, but cleave to him with tull pur- 


poſe of ſoul ! 


1786. 
January 1. Awake thou that flowed; 


and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt, the 
glorious Son of righteouſneſs, ſhall en- 
lighten thee, and cauſe his light to ſhine 


upon thee, with convincing brightneſs. 


In myſelf, like the earth at the creation, 


1an dark and formleſs. It is God 
alone, 


a 
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alone, who by his power can command 
new life within me. Enlighten me, 
therefore, O Lord, that I may ſincerely 
repent of all my ſins and follies, which 
are more in number than the hairs of 
my head, and grant that the laſt year 
may put an end. to the wanderings of 
my mind; and that with this new year 


I may begin again to love and ſerve thee, 


with renewed ſtrength. 


Jan. 22. The Lord has again ſhewn 
his goodneſs, in recovering my dear in- 
fant, from the hooping-ccugh, and ſmall- 
pox. He had them by God's inoculation, 


VWhhich is better than that of Man; and 


| bleſſed be his Holy Name, my child is 
perfectly reſtored to health. May he be 
devoted to God from his infancy ! May 


he glorify his Maker- on earth, and 
after death, - ſing his praiſes in a better 


world, 
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1 
In the evening I went to hear the 
miniſter, whoſe meeting-houſe muſt be 
pulled down to make way for the erection 
of a new play-houſe, the foundation of 
which has already been laid in blood; 
a mother and her infant having loſt their 
lives by a building falling upon them. 
Were there not places ofdiſſipation enough 
without this addition? Satan envies the 
ſpreading and flouriſhing of the goſpel. 
It ſeems his time now, but by and by the 
ſcene will be reverſed, and the kingdoms 
of this world ſhall become the kingdoms. 
of the Lord, and of his Chriſt, May 
ſucceſs and a blefling attend the miniſter 
who is thus conſtrained to give place; 
and may he be an inſtrument of turning 
many from darkneſs to light! 


April 11. What ſhall I render to the 
Lord for all his goodneſs! How often 
have I been caſt into the furnace of ſick- 
neſs! The laſt was indeed a fiery trial. 

)) 


„ 
A violent fever brought me to the very 
gates of death; but they were bolted 
and barred againſt me; I believe, in 
anſwer to my dear huſband's prayers. 
I believe if the thread of my life had 


been cut, it would have ſeparated as 


happy a pair, as can be found in the 
marriage-ſtate ; and this deareſt of all 


human ties, was very near my heart. 


Often have I been able to ſay with the 


Apoſtle, I deſire to depart and to be with 


Chriſt, But this time, when I ſaw him 
who is ſo dear to me, fitting by my bed- 
ſide and weeping over me, it ſhook my 
reſolution; and I could not help praying 

that the Lord would yet ſpare me, for 
his ſake, and for the fake of my ſweet 
babe. He has been pleaſed to grant 
my requeſt. Oh that gratitude and 


praife may fill up the remnant of my life ! 


Apeit 29. J was ſcarcely recovered 


from, a violent fever myſelf, when my 
Hz 5 huſband 
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huſband was taken ill with one, which 
deprived him of his ſenſes for nine days. 


What I ſuffered in my mind during thoſe 


nine days, no creature can conceive. 


My ſolicitude for him, ſo juſtly dear to 


me, the care of a family, and the weight 


of buſineſs which lay upon me, were 


burdens which I could hardly bear. But 
the Lord fulfilled his promiſe, that His 


{trength ſhould be perfected in my weak- 


neſs. And now He hath put a ſong of 
praiſe into my mouth, for the proſpect 


of his recovery. May he, from this 


illneſs, reap the fruits of gracious ex- 


perience, and be by love conſtrained to 


live wholly to thee. O Lord, never let 
us forget thy loving-kindneſs to us. In 


life may we record thy mercy, 11 in death 
rejoice in thy goodneſs. 


June 9. Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul. 


He has again delivered me from death, 
and made me the mother of another 


living 
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living child, which he was pleaſed to 
to take himſelf in a. few hours after 
the birth, Dare I repine ? No, ſince 
after all the illneſs in the family, He 
has mercifully ſpared my dear huſ- 
band, I willingly reſign the lovely in- 
fant, to him who had a right to take 
it. The little ſtranger was born for 
heaven, and ſaw nothing agreeable in 
this world. It moaned to be releaſed 
from a body of fin, and to join the in- 
fant throng that ſurrounds the throne, 
Happy voyager (as Mr. Hervey writes) 
no ſooner launched than arrived at | the 
haven! 


Auguſt 1. How my ſterious are the 
ways o Providence! This happy day 
has brought my dearly beloved aunt to 
live with us. A few years ago I was 
as an ourcaſt, almoſt without friends, 
and very unlikely to poſſeſs the bleſſings 
which 1 now enjoy,—a kind huſband, 
a comfortable home, and every thing 

H 3 that 
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that can make life agreeable. But my 
truſt was in the Lord, and he has done 
great things for me; and now to crown 
all, he has ſent me my much loved aunt, 
a chriſtian indeed, in whom there is no 
guile. I conlider it as a great honour 
to have a perſon of her exemplary piety 
under my roof; and I doubt not, if I 
| behave with that tenderneſs and reſpect, 
which it is both my duty, and the wiſh 
of my heart to thew her, that a bleſſing 
from the Lord will reſt upon our houſe, 
as upon the houſe of Obed-edom, It 


| ſhall be my happy employ to render 


her every ſervice in my power, that 
her declining years may be ſpent in 
peace. 


October 22. 1 am ſorry to find fo 
much paſſion and pride ſtill remaining 
in my heart. This day I grieved my 
beloved huſband, by an imprudent zeal, 
which he thought did not become me. 

| Though 
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Though I might be unguarded m ſome 


_ expreſſions, my intention was good, and 


I believe I had the word of God on 
my fide. But I confeſs I was too haſty. 
1 ſoon ſaw my fault, and I truſt, have 
' ſincerely mourned for it. I pray that 
both God and he may forgive me. Oh 
how very clrcumſpect ought a profeſſor 
of the goſpel to be! 


November 20. I truft I have had 

a foretaſte this evening, of the happineſs 
Which will, ere long, commence, when 
I ſhall be admitted to the marriage- 
ſupper of the Lamb. Mr. M— 


drank tea with us, and on account of 


my dear aunt's confinement from the 
houſe of God, adminiſtered to her, and 

a ſelect company, the Holy Commu- 

nion. It was a ſolemn ſeaſon; and I 
truſt the Lord was with us, according 
to his promiſe, That were two or three 

are met together in his Name, He will 

%% 
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be in the midſt of them. I envy not 
the people of the world, their pleaſures 
and amuſements, which will not bear 
reflection. But to anticipate the joys 
of heaven, is ſubſtantial pleaſure indeed. 


3 
January 1. I deſire to be thankful 
for all the mercies and bleſſings of the 
laſt year. O that a law of gratitude 
may be written upon my heart, and my 
future life be a conſtant courſe of de- 
votedneſs to God! May his bleſſing 
reſt upon me, upon my beloved huſband, 
and the dear children, that we my ſerve 
the Lord here, and at length be with 
him for ever! Lord, give me grace 
to know thee, to know myſelf, and to 
5 Know the world en al 


7. I awoke this morning with a ſweet 
ſerenity upon my mind, and entreated 
the Lord to crown this day (my wed- 


3 ding- 
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ding-day) with a peculiar benediction. 
May the Almighty Friend, who hath 

hitherto been my helper, give me, and 
5 my dear partner, grace to walk together 
in his fear and love! I would be thank- 
ful that the Lord has given me ſuch a 
huſband. With reſpect to worldly mat- 
ters, the Lord has been very gracious ; 
may a ſenſe of his goodneſs fill our hearts 
with gratitude and praiſe. May our 
children be his children, and may my 
dear infant be taught to love him in 
early life, I thank Him who has given 
him ſuch a capacity, that it is a pleaſure 
to teach him, though he is but a little 
turned of two years old. Let not my 
heart be ſet two much upon him, for he is 
indeed an indearing child. If I can give 
him nothing elſe, I will lay up for him 
a good ſtore of prayers, which I hope 
will be anſwering, when I am fleeping 
in the duſt, i 


| June 10. 
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June 10, When I retired this even- 
ing for prayer, my ſweet Henry was in 
the room, at play. But when he faw 
me kneel, the dear little creature came 
and kneeled by me, and lifting up his 
hands, watched the motions of my lips 
to ſpeak after me. It affected me much; 
and I could not help pouring out my 
tears and prayers plentifully for him. 
Grant, O Lord, that if his life be ſpared, 
he may be a true and faithful ſervant of 

thine! Thouſands of petitions have 
been laid up for him, both before and 
ſince his birth. O Lord, forbid, that 
1 ſhould ever bear a child that ſhould 
be an enemy to thee, and to thy cauſe! 
I do not deſire great things for him in 
this world, | only remember him with the 
fayour that thou beareſt to thy people, 
and I am ſatisfied. | 


September 15. Hold out faith and 
patience a little longer, and all ſhall be 
N 
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well. Sighs and groans ſhall ſoon be 
changed into everlaſting hallelujahs. . 
few efforts more, and the ſummit of my 

wiſhes, will be gained. In my Father's 
houſe are many manſions, and bleſſed 
be his name, there is one for ſuch a 
wretch as I. I ſhall ſee my Saviour, 
without an interpoſing cloud; I ſhall 
Join the ſons of light in his praiſe, and 
for ever celebrate the virtues of his blood. 
O Lord Jeſus, thou art my only hope! 
As a ſinner who has nothing to truſt in, 
T flee to thee. If I look to myſelf, I 
ſee nothing but what deſerves condem- 
nation; but if, from ſelf, I look to thee, 

J fee only falvation and bleſſings. 


November 26. Again, O Lord, thou 
haſt heard and ſupported me, given 
ftrength to thy ſervant, and made me a 
joyful mother. Oh, that both root and 
branch may be devoted to thee. My 
ſoul was full of trouble, the ſnares of 


death 


) 
death compaſſed me about, but now. 
the Lord has put a new ſong into my 
mouth. = 


December 8. And is ſhe indeed de- 
parted—my aunt, my deareſt, moſt va- 
lued friend ! It is too true. Can my 
tears ſoon ceaſe to flow for her, who has 
emphatically been more than a mother 
to me? Every thing that bears the re- 
ſemblance of goodneſs in me, I firſt de- 
rived from her. She was the inſtructor 
of my infant mind, and taught me early 
to reverence my Maker, and to attempt 
the paths of religion, It was through 
her, I firſt had the privilege of hearing 
the blefled goſpel. But I ſhall ſee her 
no more in this world. How did ſhe, 
with uplifted eyes, breathe out her re- 
queſts to the Lord, for bleſſings upon 
me and mine! Never can I. forget her 
kindneſs to me in my laſt lying⸗in; - with _ 
what affection ſhe ſpoke, when ſhe was 

| | brought 
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brought into my room, and how ſhe 


prayed over me and the dear babe. O 


my beloved aunt, many an hour ſhall 
be conſecrated to thy memory! Very 
pleaſant thou waſt to me 1n life, and 
death, I truſt, ſhall not long divide us. 
She breathed her laſt, yeſterday, the 7th, 
in the 85th year of her age. Her ſuf- 
ferings in her laſt illneſs were great. 
She prayed for ſupport, and was an- 
ſwered. From the time ſhe was taken 
ill, to her death, ſhe was a pattern of 


' patience. Not one complaining word 
dropped from her lips. A few hours 


before ſhe died, ſhe took my hand, and 

looking around earneſtly, cried, in a 
ſeeming extacy, * There they all ſtand.” 
But her ſpeech faultered, and ſhe could 
add no more. I apprehend, that (like 
Eliſha's ſervant and Stephen) ſhe ſaw the 
Angels, who were waiting to convey her 
ſpirit to the regions of peace and joy. 


1788. 
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W 1788. 
June 26. I have taken my ts” 
Henry into the country, for the benefit 
of the air, fearing he is going into a 
decline. The hvely bloom that adorned 
his cheeks, 1s changed to a languid pale- 
neſs, Night ſweats, loſs of ſtrength, 
and a viſible decay, alarm me. I have 
been for ſome weeks, in what Young 
calls, — the poſt of obſervation—darker 
every hour. Lord, may it pleaſe Thee 
to bleſs the means uſed for his recovery, 
and grant me the happy privilege of 
bringing him up for thee! I do not 
däeſire to ſee him great; but I earneſtiy 
deſire to ſee him good! He is a child 
of ſtrong paſſions. Oh, ſubdue them, 
and let the Lamb: like ſpirit of the hum- 
ble Jeſus take poſſeſſion of his mind! 
1 am ſorry to find my heart fo. much 
attached to this beloved object, leſt thou 
ſhouldſt deprive me of him, and 1 
ſhould be unable to ſuſtain the ſhock. 
But, 


G 


Zut, Thou knoweſt my frame, and re- 


membereſt that I am but duſt. 


October 4. My fon Henry is re- 
turned from the country, reſtored to 


health, and my ſweet William is gone 


to take his place. Glad ſhould I have 
been to have ſuckled him longer. But 
I muſt be ſilent. The Lord knows beſt 
what he has to do with me. Henry has 


coſt me many prayers and tears. May 
grace make his recovery a bleſſing to 


his parents and to himſelf ? 


November 12. Be pleaſed, O mer- 
ciful and compaſſionate Saviour, to hear 
the prayers of an unworthy creature, 


who joins with thouſands at this time, in 


offering her ſupplications unto Thee, in 
behalf of our molt gracious King, who 
is ſaid to be dangerouſly ill. In the 


midſt of judgment, O Lord, remember | 


mercy. It is true, we are a ſinful people; 
our 


—— 
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our tranſgreſſions are great, our crimes 


teſtify againſt us; but Oh! puniſh us 
not according to our deſerts, As the 
hearts, fo the lives of Kings are in thy 
hands. We humbly intreat cher to ſpare 


his life, for the good of the nation. 
Under his happy government we have 
enjoyed peace and tranquillity, and have 


fat under our own vines and fig-trees, 


none making us afraid. Continue to 
vs theſe bleſſings, we pray thee, by pro- 
longing his valuable life. Rebuke his 


diſorder, and grant that he may come 


out of this furnace, like gold purified 
ſeven times. Sanctify the awful provi- 
_ dence to our amiable Queen; wipe the 


tears from her eyes, and reſtore joy to 
her dejected mind, by reſtoring her be- 
loved huſband to health ; that they may 
yet ſpend many years together in mutual 


felicity, and late may they be called to 


reſign this earthly crown, and to re- 


ceive a crown of life from thy hands. 


Amen. 
December 
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-December 7. What can I want when 
I poſſeſs thee, my God! Without Thee 
the whole creation could afford me no 
comfort; but in Thee my higheſt wiſhes 
are an{wered—my utmoſt ambition is 
ſatisfied. This day I was at the Lord's 
table, where, I truſt, I renewed my 
covenant, and again gave myſeif up to 
my God and Saviour, May he accept 
of me and mine, as the purchaſe of his 
moſt precious blood. May my future 
life be to his praiſe, and Holineſs ts the 
Lord be written upon my every action. 
My foul was much humbled when ] par- 
took of the bread and wine, I faw myſelf 
moſt vile, and could offer no other prayer 
for myſelf and family, but, God be mer- 
ciful to us ſinners! The longer I live, 
the more I ſee of the wickedneſs of my 
heart. Ah, what would become of 
me, were it not for the atoning blood of 
Teſvs, to cancel the enormous fum of 
my tranſgreſſions. 5 
5 3 December 
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December 24. To thee, O Lord, | 
direct my prayer, and will look up with 
humble confidence, that thou wilt an- 
ſwer me. Oh! that I may copy from my 
heart thy reſignation in Gethſemane, and 
ſay, Not my will, but thine be done! 
I am again near the hour of ſorrow. 


With regard to myſelf, I commend foul 


and body into thy hands. Be pleaſed 
to do with me as ſeemeth beſt to thy 
wiſdom. If it be thy will, make me 
again a joyful mother; and, with ſub- 
miſſion, I have humbly intreated thee to 
indulge my wiſh by adding a daughter 
to our little family. But, if the child 
ſhould prove a ſnare to me, Lord forbid 
that I ſhould poſſeſs it: Oh! let me 
not be the mother of a child that ſhould 
not be born for thy gloty! I aſk not 
great things for them here, but O grant 
that I, and all belonging to me, may a at- 


tain to thy heavenly kingdom. 


January 


„ 1 
569. 

January 28. Since life is both hort 
and uncertain, Oh that 1 may be cir- 
cumſpect and careful, how I employ 
my time! Happy the perſon who aims 
to order the thoughts and words of every 
day, as though it were to be the laſt 
day ſpent upon earth! May this be my 
aim and care! To a ſoul thus diſpoſed, 
the valley of the ſhadow of death will 
not appear very gloomy. It will be 
brightened by the expectation of being 
ſoon introduced to the General Aſſembly 
and Church of the Firſt-born, and to- 
Jeſus the Great Mediator. 


March 13. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
foul ! He has again delivered me in 
the hour of trouble, and. made me the 
mother of a living child. I have dedi- 
_ cated him to the Lord, from whom 1 
received him. The Lord ſaw it not fit 
1 2 = 
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ro grant my requeſt for a daughter; 1 
acquicſce in ſubmiſſion to his will. 


But, O my Lord, my chief, my only 
Friend, what ſhall I ſay unto Thee con- 
cerning myſelf. I dare not, I do not 
complain, My ſufferings are far ſhort 
of my deſerts, Be pleaſed, in thy mercy, 
to grant me that patience which my fitu- 
ation requires. I am, indeed, brought 
very low. My ſtrength decays daily, 
But, bleſſed be my God, He is the 
ſtrength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever! And J am confident, that if 
He is pleaſed to call me hence, it will 
be a happy change! I ſhall go from 
Pain to eaſe, from ſorrow to joy, from 


ſickneſs to health, from death to ever- 
7 laſting life! 


March 18. My faith is put to ano- 
ther trial; and alas! I feel a want of that 
ſweet en 29 which ſhould enable 


m e 5% 


nn 

me to ſay ſrom my heart, Thy will be 
done. It is the general apprehenſion of 
my friends, that I am going, if not already 
gone, into a deep decline. The phy- 
ſician intimates the ſame: and a cough, 
a pain in my fide, a low fever, and night 
ſweats, admoniſh me, that they judge 
rightly of my caſe. So that my ſweet 
babe is ordered to be taken from my 


| breaſt, and ſent to another nurſe, This 


is a painful ſtroke for a tender mother to 
bear. But I truſt the Lord will ſupport 
me under it; and influence the heart 
of the nurſe to treat the child with ten- 

derneſs. : 


Lord, what is man! What are we, 


when thou layeſt thine hand upon us! © | 


How ſoon do we wither and periſh, like 
che flowers of the field! 7 


The Apoſtle 1 If f in this life on! 
we had hope, we ſhould be of all people | 
. the 
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the moſt miſerable! But he ſays, like- 
wiſe, That if our earthly houſe of this 
tabernacle be diſſolved, we have a build- 

ing of God, a houſe not made With hands, 
eternal in the heavens. And that, When 

He who is our Life ſhall appear, we 
ſhall appear with him in glory. Our 
Saviour himſelf declares, I am the Re- 
ſurrection and the Life; he that believeth 
in me ſhall never die. Shall I then be 
afraid to let my body return to duſt? 
No, rather let me 1eoice that I ſhall be 
releaſed from a world of fin and ſorrow, 
and tranſlated to the manſions of eternal 


Jjoy. 


But here lies my weakneſs, of which 
the enemy takes advantage. The thoughts 
of parting with my huſband, and leaving 
my dear children, without being able to 
cultivate their tender minds in the paths 
of religion and virtue. But is not My 


God able to take care of them, without 
| me? 


i 

me? Yes, He is. I am myſelf a mo- 
nument of his goodneſs, and why ſhould 
| diſturb him? Oh, He has been a 
good Lord to me, in all his characters, 
offices, and providences! And he has 
promiſed his people to be the ſame, to 
their ſeed after them! Courage, then, 

my ſoul ! endure patiently his rod, and he + 
will ſoon turn thy ſorrow into joy, thy 
mourning into ſongs of praiſe. 


May 16. To ſatisfy my huſband and 
friends, I have been awhile in the coun- 
try, but have found little benefit either 
from air or exerciſe. I had the advice 
of a phyſician there, who agrees with 
the reſt, that my diſorder is a conſump- 
tion, and that, without the greateſt care, 
my life is in danger. Be it fo. I ſhall 
appear in glory, with Chriſt. who is my 
life. I only wiſh my affections were 
more weaned from my huſband and 
children. But when 1 ſee one who is 


_ 


ſo dear to me, tenderly ſympathiſing 
over me, weeping tears of. love, and 
afraid to expreſs his apprehenſion that 
our union mult ſoon be diſſolved— This 
is too much for mere fleſh and blood. 


Nothing but Grace can enable me to 
tand upon this ground. Break off, O 
Lord, this darling fetter from my heart, 
and my heaven is already begun! 


May 19. As many of my friends wiſh 


me to have the advice of Dr. M —=—, 

I have this day applied to him. He. 
apprehends that I have not been rightly 
treated, and that I may yet recover. 


As he thinks my diſorder is not a con- 
ſumption, but a great inward weakneſs, 


_ owing to my having ſuckled my child 

too long, I have put myſelf under his 
care. I hope 1 can adopt the Meese 
of Dr. Young, 


Come life, or - death, is equal ; neither weighs, 
nk weight in this=Oht let me e live to thee ! 


May 26. 
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May 26. One affliction ſeldom comes 
alone. My eldeſt child is ſo exceedingly 
il, that ] fear his life is in danger. But 
if the Lord thould be pleaſed to take 
him, I feel myſelf perfectly reſigned to 
his Will. There is little proſpect of 
my living to ſee him brought up, and 
it will be a matter of joy, to think that 
his courſe is ſo ſoon finiſhed, and that he 
has gained the prize of victory, without 
entering upon the field of battle. 


June 13. 1 am fill under the care 
of a phyſician, but he gives me no hope. 
Indeed, it would be both cruel, and in 
vain, to flatter me now, for my own 


weakneſs informs me, that I am going 
apace. I bleſs my God, I can now fay, 
Thy will be done! I can give up my 
ear huſband and children, with every 
earthly connection, into his hands. He 
will take care of them. My huſband's 
e trial 


. 

trial is great. I feel more ſor him than 
for myſelf. But Heaven will make 
amends for all! Oh, how I pant and 
thirſt for the happy hour, when my 
Father will fend his Angels to convey 
my ſpirit to reſt! 


There remaineth a reſt for the people 
of God. I know that my Redeemer 
liveth. O Death, where is thy ſting ! 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of Righteouſneſs! When I walk 
through the valley, I will fear no evil; 
thy rod, and thy ſtaff comfort me. 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord! N 


I bleſs God, I have not one fear con- 
cerning dying. That Almighty Lord, 


who has fo wonderfully preſerved me to 


the preſent moment, will not forſake me 
min my laſt extremity, No, when fleſh 


\ 099 +3 
and heart fail, He will be the ſtrength of 


my heart, and my portion for ever 


And will Jehovah condeſcend 

To be my Father and my Friend ? 
Then let my ſongs with Angels join, 
Heaven is ſecure if God is mine! 


N. B. The paragraphs dated the 
igth June, were found upon a detached 
piece of paper, and were probably the 
laſt ſhe ever wrote. She obtained her 
long deſired releaſe from ſin and ſorrow 
on the 28th July, 1789, aged thirty- 
ſeven years, within five days, being born 
the 23d July, 1752, O. 8. 
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Written to ber Huſtand and Children; EA 
livered after her deceaſe. 


—— dk. —_ | 


TO HER HUSBAND. 


No. I. 
MY MOST DEARLY BELOVED, 

I frequently hear of the death of 
one and another in child-bed, which 
fills my mind with apprehenſions, for 
what. am ] better then they, that I ſhould 
expect more ſavour from the Lord! 


The ſon of proſperity has ſhone upon 
me for five years, and J have been bleſſed 
with one of the beſt of huſbands, which 
makes the thought of the parting ſtroke | 
moſt ſenſibly painful to me. If it were 

not for the great realities of religion, I 
could not give up the beloved of my 


heart. All the powers of my ſoul are at 


Work, 


r 
work, when J think what your feelings. 
will be in the trying hour of ſeparation. 
But my deareſt, grieve not as without 
hope; when a few more years have 
finiſhed their courſe, I triſt, through the 
merits of the Great Redeemer, that we 
ſhall have a happy meeting in our Hea- 
venly Father's houſe. Then parting, 
ſighs, and tears ſhall be no more. Then, 
I humbly hope, we ſhall be for ever 
united in ſinging the ſong of Mofes and 
the Lamb. 


The Almighty, who by a chain of 
Providences brought us together, and 
only lent me to you for a ſhort ſpace, 
has an vndoubted right to recall me, 

when He pleaſes. Very pleaſant haſt 
thou been to me in life, and in death we 
ſhall not be divided. You will ſhed a 
tear to my memory, when you reflect 
on the many, yea, I may ſay, very many 


happy hours we have ſpent, and the 


endearing 
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_ endearing converſation we have had to- 
gether, But the ſubject 1s two delicate, 
\I muſt not dwell on it, Thoſe ſeaſons 
are now paſt. They are vaniſhed, like 
the morning cloud, or early dew, No- 
thing now preſents itſelf to me, but 
forrow, anguiſh, weeping friends, the 
gloomy appendages of death, ard an 


opening, grave. 


This is a dreary proſpect; but bleſſed 

be God, here it ends. Beyond the grave, 
ehe ſcenes are bright and happy. My 
reconciled God in Chriſt Jeſus, will re 
ceive me, place a crown of glory upon 
my head, and fix my abode for ever 
among the Sons of Light, Angels wait 
their commiſſion to conduct me to the 
New Jeruſalem above, when, with a 
golden harp, and a palm of victory, I 
mall ſhine a Monument of Mercy. 


There 1 ſhall wait the happy period 
of your arrival, Wer this conſideration 
Eros reſtrain. 
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reſtrain your tears—Your ſincerely affec- 
tionate wife is not dead, but ſleepeth. 
You may commit my body to the ground, 
in ſure and certain hope of a joyful re- 
ſurrection. When you are performing 
the laſt kind offices of affection, I ſhall 
be rejoicing before the throne of God, 


drinking of the rivers of pleaſure that 
are at his right hand. 


If 1 ſhould leave a helplz eſs infant, 
you will take care of it, and let it be 
brought up, with the reſt, in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. I am 
not tolicitous to have my children great, 
but it is my earneſt wiſh and prayer that 
they may be good. My Beloved, Preſs 
forward, a glorious prize awaits you. 
Be faithful unto death, and you ſhall 
obtain it. If you ſee me in my coffin, 

rejoice over me, and ſay, What was 
mortal the worms ſhall deſtroy ; but her 
foul, arrayed in the robe of the Re- 


deemer's 
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deemer's righteouſneſs, lives, to die no 
more. Death is ſwallowed up in victory. 


We fall, we riſe, we reign! 5 


May the God of my youth, the pro- 
tector of my advancing years, and the 


ſupport of my now declining days, keep 


you under the ſhadow of his Almighty 
wings! May he be your guard and 
guide through life, your comfort in the 
hour of diſſolution, and your portion 
and happineſs throughout the ages of 


eternity. 
Tour affectionate Wife, ö 
in life and death, 
M. M. | A, 


No. II. 


{ was } 
No; It. 


Wy MOST DEARLY BELOVED, 


Wu you are reading theſe lines, 
there will be nothing left of me, but a 
cold lump of clay. I bleſs God for 
having heard and anſwered my prayer; 
for, you know, I have often expreſſed 
a deſire that my immortal ſpirit might 
take its flight before yours. Long may 
you live, for the ſake of your dear fa- 
mily, to bring them up in the fear of 
the Lord! Let me intreat you not to 
ſorrow as one without hope, for be aſ- 
ſured that I am happy. I know that the 
enormous account of my fins 1s blotted 
out by the precious blood of my cru- 


cified Redeemer, who came into the 


world, to call, not the righteous, but 
ſach ſinners as J am, to renentance ; 


and he has declared, that where He 1s, 


his people ſha!] alſo be. So that I am 
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only tranſplanted from the Church Mi— 
litant, into the Church Triumphant, to 
join with that General Aſſembly in 
praiſing the riches of redeeming grace 
and dying love. 


I hope you have no doubt of the ſin- 
cerity of my affection to you. Heaven 
15 my witneſs, that your temporal and 

ſpiritual welfare has been the ſubject of 
my inceſſant prayers; and, I truſt, they 
will be anſwering when 1 am fleeping 
in the duſt. If the diſembodied ſpirits 
may be favoured with the knowledge of 
things done below, and {till intereſted in 
the concernments of their dear relatives, 
as I have ſome reaſon to think they 
wil—How gladly ſhall I accept the 
pleaſing employ, of attending you as an 
inviſible guardian angel, to warn you 
of dangers, and lend you aid in every 
ſeaſon of diſtreſs, My firſt care ſhould 
be to wipe the tears from your beloved 
cheek, 
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cheek, to ſoo:h the wound my removal 
has made, and to help you to triumph 
over your loſs, with the fortitude and 


reſignation vecomung you as a child of 
God. 


Time is ſhort, In a few revolving 
years, at moſt, your ſilver cord of life 
will be loofed, and your golden bowl 
broken ; then, when every earthly com- 
fort ſhall fade, you will know the worth 
of redemption by the ſufferings, and 
death, of the Son of God. Oh, that 
when fleſh and heart ſhall fail, you may 
find Him your ftrength and portion! 
If fo, what a joyful meeting ſhall we 
have to part no more, in hs preſence, 
where there is fulneſs of joy, and where 
all tears ſhall be wiped away! 


L thank you for all the kindneſs you 
have ſhewn to me, a moſt unworthy 
ereature, You have, indeed, been a 
. K 2 render 
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tender and affectionate huſband to me. 
In you I have found a boſom friend, 
and my cares have been repoſed in your 
beloved breaſt, My carthly happineſs 
has been too great. I acquieſce. He 
who gave me life has a right to take it. 
I go to permanent happineſs without 
alloy, where ſorrow can find no en- 
trance. e 


And now, with all the ſolemn appen- 
dages of death in my view the gloomy 
grave and an eternal world, into which 
J am about to enter, I lift up my hands 
in ſupplication for you. May the bleſ- 
ſings of the Eternal Jehovah reſt upon 
you! May his preſence by your light 
and your ſtrength, to direct and ſupport 
you through all the changes of this mortal 
life. And when you are bidding adieu 

to all in this world, may his Almighty 
arm be your defence, and may his Hea- 
venly Meſſengers convey Four departing 

| fpirit 
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ſpirit to the unſullied regions of eternal 


peace | Adieu, till we meet to part no 
more. The Lord bleſs you! 


Your affectionate Wife, 


M. M. A. 
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Ne IH. 
To her Huſtand's two Children, by a 
former Wife. 
MY DEAR FREDERIC AND CHARLES, 


TRE ties of relation between us are 


broken, and you will ſee her no more, 


who has very imperfectly fulfilled to you 


the duty of a mother-in-law. However, 


I would hope that ſome of the inſtruc- 
tions you have received from me, will 
make an abiding. unpreiion, upon your 
minds. 


T now addreſs you in the ſacred lan- 
guage of ſcripture, © Remember thy 
“ Creator in the days of thy youth.“ It 
18 recorded, to the honour of King 


Joſiah, that he ſought his God while 
he was yet young. Samuel, likewiſe, 


was called early to acknowledge the God 


of his fathers. Theſe inſtances are left 


upon record, for our inſtruction and en- 
couragement, that we ſnould go and do 
5 like- 


„ 
likewiſe. And God has ſaid, They that 
ſeek me early ſhall find me. By ſeeking 
the Lord in early life, you will eſcape 
many temptations that you will other- 
wiſe be expoſed to. Do you aſk me, 
how you are to ſeek him? Read the 
bible with attention, and pray over it. 


The path you are to walk in will then 


appear more and more plain. 


Believe in that Almighty Being, who 
created the world and all things in it; 
who gave you your birth, and has pre- 


ſerved you to the preſent moment ; and 
who will, if you confide in him, not only 


ſupport and guide you through life, but 


will be your ſtrength and portion in the 


hour of diſſolution, when fleſh and heart 
ſhall fail, 5 


Believe in his Son, the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who condeſcended to take our 
nature upon him, and to die for our ſins, 
1 that 
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that we might die unto fin, and live to 
the praiſe and glory of his Holy Name. 
He who is the Truth has declared, that 
Whoſoever liveth and believeth in Him, 
{hall be ſaved, ſhall live for ever. 


elieve in the Holy Spirit, who will 
enlighten your underſtanding, inſtruct 
vou in the ways of true religion, and 
enable you, by a life and converſation 
agreeable to your profeſſion, to adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things. But if any man have not the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. It is 
the religion of the goſpel alone, my dear 
children, that can regulate your affec- 
tions, refine your tempers, and make 
you appear amiable in the ſight of men. 
For then they muſt adrnire your con- 
duct, even if they diſapprove of your 
ſingularity. For a chriſtian muſt be ſin- 
gular, becauſe his walk is not with Man, 
but with God. Let me therefore in- 


2 treat 


E 
treat you to be faithful to God, even 
unto death, and he will give you a crown 


And nov, my dear Frederic, J requeſt | 
you to behave with dutiful reſpect to 
your honoured father. He has been a 
good father to you. Endeavour to al- 
leviate his preſent affliction, by the ut- 
moſt attention to his perſon and buſineſs. 
And if you ſee him wear the aſpect of 
ſorrow, deſire him not to grieve for me, 
but rather to rejoice that I am delivered 
from the miſeries of mortality, and have 
my fixed abode with the ſaints in light. 
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And now, my dear children, I bid 
you, for a time, farewell. That God 
may be your guide and protector in 
youth, and to the end of life, 1s the 
dying prayer of 5 


. 
7 
11 
+l 

2 

4 

: p 


Your affectionate Mother, 


M. M. A. 


To 
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No. IV. 
To her own three Children. 


MY DEARLY BELOVED ANDREW HENRY, 
WILLIAM, AND GEORGE, | 


W HEN you are capable of reading 
theſe lines, the hand that wrote them 
will be mouldered into duſt, If God 
| had prolonged my life, it would have 
been my delight to have inſtructed you 
in his fear, and to have cultivated in 
your infant hearts, reverence and grati- 
tude to your Creator. | 


But the Almighty, who cannot err, 
for wiſe ends has appointed a ſeparation. 
He is about to take me from this vale 
of ſin and miſery, to celebrate his praiſe, 


| and to admire his glorious perfections, in 


his heavenly kingdom. I cannot leave the 
| world without bequeathing to ray be- 
 Joved children a few inſtructions, my 

5 5 dying 


1 


dying advice. Which, fo far as agree- 
able to the word of God, I humbly be- 
ſeech him to give them grace to value. 


You have a father, who, I am ſure, 
loves you, and if it pleaſe God to ſpare 
his life, will do his urmoſt to have you 
brought up in the ch:iſtian religion,. — 
a bleſſing for which you can never be 
ſufficiently thankful. I intreat you, yca, 
J charge you, as you ſhall anſwer it at 
the dreadful day of judgment, chat you 
love and ſerve your God in ſincerity and 
truth ; otherwiſe, ſhe who brought you 
into the world with ſorrow, will, at laſt, 
rejoice in your juſt condemnation, 


I admoniſh you to love the bible; to 
read it with attention, and pray to God 


to enlighten your underſtanding, that 
you may know and approve the glorious 
truths which that bleſſed book contains, 


To reading, add meditation, Do not 
GED read 
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read it as a hiſtory, in which you are 
no way concerned. But remember, it 


is the word of Him, who is not a man 


like yourfelf, It contains the facred 
oracles of truth. It is the word of a 


God who is perfect and holy in al his 


ways. It is the book by which your 
heart and actions will be tried. Try 
yourſelf by it repeatedly, and endeavour 
to make yourſelf well acquainted with its 


contents. It is recorded, to the honour 
of that eminent chriſtian youth, King Ed- 


ward the Sixth, that if, at any time, he 


let the bible fall, he would take it up 
with reverence and concern, as having 


treated the word of his Creator with diſ- 
reſpect. 


But, my dear children, to reading and 
meditation, you muſt add fervent prayer. 
Conſider yourſelves, as you really are, 


ſinners, by nature and practice. In fin. 
you were conceived and brought forth. 


1 


By the diſobedience of one man, fin en- 
tered the world, and death by ſin, as you 
may read in the third chapter of Gentſis, 
But by the obedience of One, many are 
made righteous. This One, who took 
compaſſion on Adam's loſt race, is no 
other than the Son of God, who dwelt, 
from eternity, in the boſom of his Father. 
This Prince of peace was the ſinner's 
only friend, who gave his life a ſacrifice 
for fin, He gave his life a facrifice for 
you, my dar children, if you do but 
believe in him. Oh, reject him not, 
but give up yourſelves a willing ſacri- 
fice to his ſervice, You will find his 
ways to be ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
his paths, peace. A peace which the 
world knows nothing of; which it can 
ncither give nor take away. 


I intreat you to honour and obey your 
dear father, Honour your father and 
mother, 18 che firſt commandment, with 

promiſe. 
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promiſe. And the Apoſtle ſays, Chil- 


dren, obey your parents in all things. 


I do not mean only, that you are to obey 
his commands; you ought, likewiſe, 
always to reverence his perſon and cha- 
racter, and make his intereft the object 


of your attention. Should you be in- 
truſted with the concerns of his buſineſs, 
punCtually fulfil the truſt repoſed in you, 


with diligence, alacrity, and delight. 


Ingratiate yourſelf into his favour by the 


molt endearing and obſervant behaviour, 


and always, whether in his preſence or 


abſence, behave towards him with. that 
reſpe& which his due, 


If he ſhould agam enter into the mar- 


riage ſtate, I lay it as an injunction 
upon you, that you treat your mother- 
in-law with dutiful reſpect. Try to win 


her affections; and if you gain them, 
make it your ſtudy to ſecure them. 


Love 


"4" < 0 0 
Love your brothers. You are the 
youngeſt in the family, therefore it is 
your place to ſubmit to them. Let not 
envy or malice reign in your hearts; but 
endeavour to live in peace and harmony 
with each other. Thus, ſhall you be 
bleſſed of the Lord, and be made a 
comfort to the family to which you are 
united, | 


Again, I intreat you to be lowly in 
heart and life. Pride baniſhed angels 
from happineſs in heaven, to the loweſt 
depths of miſery in hell. The ſcripture 

declares, That whoever exalteth himſelf 
| ſhall be abaſed, but whoever humbleth 
himſelf ſhall be exalted. A proud per- 
ſon 1s an ignorant one. Seek therefore 
of the Lord the true knowledge of your- 
ſelf, and then be proud if you can. 
Imitate the character of our Lord and 
Maſter, and you will be a pattern of 

humility, Deſpiſe not the poor, but 
0 adminiſter 
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adminiſter to their neceſſities as tis as 
you are able. Save your pocket money, 
and dedicate it to the Lord's poor; and 
He will abundantly repay you. A cup 
of cold water, given in the name of a 
diſciple, ſhall notloſe its reward. 


Love retirement, and be more fond 
of being alone, than of letting your 


tongue run in company. Thus you will 


improve your mind, and be qualified 


to act, either in public, or in private life. 


Love your enemies, if you ſhould 
have any. Be not bitter againſt them; 


if you cannot turn their hearts, pray for 
them. In this way you will heap coals 
of fire upon their heads, and conſtrain 


them to admire your conduct. 


Follow not the vanities of the preſent 
age. I charge you not to love the card- 
table, nor to frequent play-houſes, balls, 

aſſem- 


(ni 

aſſemblies, or any of thoſe ſcenes of diſ- 
ſipation, by which, as by ſo many baits, 
Satan takes advantage to entangle de- 
luded mortals. Theſe amuſements will 
afford you no comfort in a dying hour. 
Reſiſt the devil, therefore, and he will 
flee from you. Wear the ſword of the 
Spirit, the word of God, in your own de- 
fence, and keep it bright by repeated 
uſe; and then you need not fear, either 
the diſpleaſure of men, or the rage of 
devils; for who is he that can harm 
you, if you are followers of that which 
is good? 


Be not aſhamed of the croſs of Chriſt; 
it is the chriſtian's glory; it is the power 


of God unto ſalvation. But whoever 
will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt 


ſuffer affliction. Love the people of 
God, and cultivate an azquantaince with 


them. They are the excellent of the 


earth, and it is for their ſakes that the 


„ world 
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world is upheld. But, my dear children, 
vou muſt not conſider all thoſe as the 
people of Chriſt, who make profeſſion 
of his name. He had but twelve Apoſtles, 
and one of them was a devil. Many call 
him, Lord, to promote there own ends, 
to whom, in the Great-day, He will ſay, 
Depart from me, I never knew you. 
Be not content with the ſhell, but ſeek 
for the kernel of true chnſtianity, Let 
redeeming love be the principle object 
of your ſtudy. Search for thoſe treaſures 
of wiſdom and knowledge, which the 
Angels deſire to look into. This happy 
knowledge will qualify you, if not for 
offices and dignities upon earth, for a 
moſt honourable advancement in heaven. 
Contemplate the perfections of the Son 
of God. An habitual remembrance of 
his agonies and dying love, will be as a 
golden altar, from whence you may take 
a coal, to enkindle the ſacred flame of 
love in your own breaſt, Es: 
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Love 
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Love the houſe and public worſhip of 
God. That you may ſay, with David, 


My foul longeth, yea, even panteth for 
the courts of the Lord; I had rather 


be a door-keeper in the houſe of my 
God, then to dwell in the tents of the 
wicked. Go not with unhallowed lips 
into the ſanctuary, but let your heart 
and voice join in ſinging the Saviour's 


praiſe. Keep the Lord's-day holy; let 


no work be done by you in it, but what 
is abſolutely neceſſary, and ſuch as you 


will be able to anſwer for, at the Great- 


day, I mean, eſpecially, when you ſhall 


be your own maſters. Devote the 
Lord's-day to religious exerciſes, to 
public worſhip, private reflection, read- 


ing, and to earneſt prayer for yourſelf, 
your family and friends, the nation to 
which you belong, and the world at 


large. Pray for that happy time, when 


the kingdoms of the world ſhall become 
the kingdoms of the Lord, and of his 
5 „ brit 
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Chriſt. Be not fund of viſiting on this 
holy day, but rather of retirement. Every 
Lord's-day thus ſanctified, will promote 
your advantage and comfort in time, 


and your meetneſs for the Eternal Sab- 
bath. 


I have one thing more to add. I was 
always fond of writing, from a child. 
And when the Lord, in mercy, was 
pleaſed to awaken me from the careleſs- 

neſs of my natural ſtate, and to ſhew 
me that nothing ſhort of Himſelf could 

make me happy; a dear miniſter, to 
whom I have been indebted for many 
{ſpiritual benefits, adviſed me to ſet down 
remarks on the ſtate of my mind, from 

time to time. I have followed his ad- 
vice, and it has been attended with a 

great bleſſing to me. Vea, in this ſweet 

0 employment I have ſpent many a plea- 
ſant hour, when thouſands were e ſleeping 

"4 in n their beds. 


The 
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| The manuſcripts I have by me, and 1 
leave them as a preſent to my beloved chil- 
dren. Read them with attention. They 
coniain nothing but ſimplicity, and (I 
truſt) truth. They are not adorned with 
elegant language. That was not my 
aim, as they were written for my own. 
uſe, and chiefly, when I was under the af- 
flicting hand of my Merciful Heavenly 
Father, whoſe waysare in the deep waters, 
but who, in the end, doth all things well. 


I would wiſh you, my children, in 
this particular, to follow my example. 
Be not fearful of undertaking it. I be- 
gan, in much timidity, but the Lord 
ſtrengthened me. So he will you, if you 
confide in him, and if your motive is diſ- 
intereſted, I have often thought of cor- 
recting the whole, but have not had 
time, otherwiſe you would have ſeen 

it in a better garb, You will find like- 
wiſe, ſome thoughts and reflections, 
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which I began, but which alſo, for want 
of time, I have left unfiniſhed. Theſe 
I li:ewiſe recommend to your peruſal, 
and wiſh you to.compleat them. And 
1 pray the Lord to afford his bleſſing. 


And now, my dear and much loved 
children, nothing remains but to bid 
you a laſt farewell, 


May the bleſſing of the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of 
Jacob, reſt upon you! May he pour 
pleniifully into your hearts the riches of 
his grace, that you may grow up as the 
cedars of Lebanon May you be trees 
of righteouſneſs, of the Lord's own 
planting ! May you be adorned with 
every grace of the Holy Spirit, that all 
around you may ſee that you belong 
to Jeſus! May your will be ſweetly 
ſunk in the will of God! May you be 
ſincere penitents, trueconverts, and ſound 
believers! 


"0 
believers! May you be dead to the 
world and all things in it, and your life 


hidden with Chriſt in God. 


At length may you finiſh your courſe 
with joy. When dying pangs come 
upon you, when death's cold ſweat 
bedews your face, and the ſoul ſits, as 
it were, upon the quivering lips, ready. 
to take its everlaſting flight! May you 
then, rejoicing in the Redeemer's compleat 
atonement, and triumphing over death 
and his ſting, be conducted by Angels 
to the bright realms of Eternal day. 
There I troſt to meet you, and the reſt 
of our dear family, and unite with you | 
in admiring and praiſing the adorable 
perfections of our God and Saviour. 
Till that bleſſed period, adieu. 


Your affectionate Mother, 
M. M. A. 
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No. V. 


A Letter to a Friend on ber Marriage. 
| June 28, 1784. 
MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, 1 
 Givz me leave to congratulate you, 
and believe me, that J ſincerely with you 
all the happineſs that this world can afford 
in a married ſtate, A ſtate which has 
received the benediction of the Almighty,” 
and was inſtituted by him in Paradiſe, 


Like me, my dear friend, you had. 
been long drinking the bitter waters of 
An don; but now, like ſhips driven 
about for a time upon the tempeſtuous 
ocean, we have eſcaped the wreck of 
the ſeas, and, to all human appear- | 
ance, are ſafely arrived in a peaceful 
haven. Let us bleſs God for his diſ- 
tinguiſhing mercy to us, and for veri- 
tying his promiſe, to be a Faber to the 
fatherleſs. | 


We | 
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We are, I truſt, both united to men 
who aim to adorn the doctrine of God 
our ſaviour. Too many who have the 


form, are deſtitute of the power of god- 


lineſs. Let vs not reſt, till we expe- 
rience the reality of the influence of the 
goſpel on our whole deportment; in 
ſubduing our ſinful paſſions, and refining 
our tempers. Thus ſhall our conduct 
appear amiable in the ſight of men, and 


meet with the approbation of the God 
whom we ſerve I cannot help offering 
you a few words of advice, which, God 
is my witneſs, I deſire to follow my- 


ſelf. 


1. By the moſt affable, affectionate 
behaviour, endeavour to ſecure the 
eſteem, the friendſhip, and the love of 
your huſband. If you get theſe three 
links fait, nothing but death can diſſolve 


your union. That affection is ſure to 


be laſting, which is founded upon eſteem 
os and 


ce £000 3 
and real friendſhip, and a deſire to Pro- 
mote e each others good. 


2. Try to find out, as ſoon as poſſible, 
the diſpoſition of your beloved; and 
when this great point is obtaintd, make it 
your whole ſtudy to ſuit your own temper 
to his. A man in buſincſs may meet 
with many rubs and croſſes that we are 
unacquainted with. It is our place to 
ſooth his mind under his diſappointments, 
And if a cloud 1s ſeated upon his brow, 
inſtead of upbraiding, or making tart 
reflections, we ſhould endeavour to dif. 
ſipate the cloud, by the moſt engaging 
and endearing behaviour; and, at a 
proper time, when calm reaſon has re- 
gained poſſeſſion of his mind, we may 
attempt a mild and gentle exhortation. 
This will ſink deep, and give our ad- 
monitions, importance. It will make 


us appear valyable in the eyes of our 
ä 5 hhuſbands, 


) 
huſbands, and they will be induced to 
ſhew us that reſpect, which, in this 18 
but few men pay to their wives. 


3. Prefer the company of your huſ- 
band, to that of your deareſt friends. 


Have no private ſeparate intereſt in view. 


Be frank and open hearted, and let 
nothing that is of real conſequence be 


concealed from him. Whatever truſt _ 


is repoſed in yon, be inviolably ſecret 
and faithful. Love your own habita- 
tion, and never appear better pleaſed 


than when at home, and engaged in the 


domeſtic affairs of your family. Do all 


in your power to make your huſband 


love home likewiſe, and prefer your 
comp#ny to any other. Thus ſhall you, 


hand in hand, travel over the rugged 


paths of life, in peace, The world will 


look to you, as to an example worthy of 
_ imitation, You will anſwer the end of 


your 
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your creation ; and the Lord God him- 
ſelf will behold you with complacence, 


and give his bleſſing to all your under- 


takin gs. 


4. Be zealouſly careful of your huſ- 
band's reputation. Suffer him not to 


be ſpoken of ſlightly in your preſence. 
If his conduct ſhould in any inſtance be 
blameable, it is your part to caſt a man- 


tle of love over it, and to bury his faults 
in ſilence and oblivion. By expoling 


him, you would expoſe yourſelf, 


5, The laſt thing I would mention, 


and which, for its great importance, I 


reſerve to the laſt, is prayer. Never 


give fleep to your eyes, till you have 


committed yourſelf, and your huſband, 
to the care of the Great Shepherd and 


Guardian of his people. At the throne 
of Grace, erected for unworthy ſinners, 


1 make 


n 
make your requeſts unto Him, who has 
promiſed to hear and anſwer prayer. 
Intreat for a bleſſing upon his perſon, 
family, and all his connections. The 
Lord has promiſed to bleſs us with all 
ſuitable temporal bluflings, if we aſk in 
faith. And He is not, like man, un- 
_ mindful of his word. Heaven and earth 


may, and ſhall paſs away, but the word 
of God abideth tor « ever. 


I muſt yet add one thing more. Now if 
| | | | | , . 1 
you are placed at the head of a family, 
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let your behaviour to your ſervants be 
gentle and kind, that thev may both love 
and reſpe& you. And remember that 
you have alſo a Maſter in Heaven, with 
whom there is no reſpect of perſons, 
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I have many more thoughts upon my 
mind, which at preſent I cannot ſet down. 
So far as the hints I have offered are 


, agreeable 


e =} 


agreeable to the word of God, may you 
have grace to follow them. 


I have little to ſay concerning your 
duty as a parent, till you ſhall be ho- 
noured with the name of a Mother; 
which if you ſhould ever be, I hope you 

will make it your ſtudy and pleaſure to 
bring your children up in the fear. of 

God, that they may be a comfort to 

yourſelf, and a bleſſing to ſociety; ſo 

that both they, and you, may reap the 
fruits of your faithful care and watch- 
fulneſs over them. Dedicate them, like 

Samuel, from their birth, to the ſervice 

of God, and He will take care of them 

as they grow up. Many parents make 
great rejoicings at the birth of a child, 
but, alas! how few wreſtle, like Hannah, 
with God, in their behalf! Many are 
ſolicitous to heap up Jarge fortunes for 
their children; but let it be our am- 
bition and aim, by the abundance of 

our. 


1 

our prayers, to ſecure to them a large 
inheritance above the ſkies. May the 
Lord give his bleſſing to you, and to 
what 1 have written. Adieu. 


Yours, &c, 


M. M. A. 


To ano- 
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No. VI. 
To another dear Friend. 


April 29, 1784. 


MY BELOVED FRIEND, 


1 hope, by this time, your eyes are 


quite recovered, and your health re- 


eſtabliſhed. May all your powers and 


faculties of body and mind, be unreſer- 
vedly devoted to him, who devoted his 


life, a ſacrifice upon the Croſs, to ſave 


your precious ſoul from falling into 
that pit, from whence there 1s no re- 
demption! _ 


What obligations are we under to ſerve 
God in fincerity! Many pretend to it, 
by a ſplendid outward profeſſion, who 
yet are ſtrangers to the great deſign of 
the chriſtian religion! Let us, my be- 
loved friend, from a principle of love, 
| feel ourſelves conſtrained to adorn the 


doctrine. 


("O77 1 
doctrine of God our Saviour; that our 
very enemies may be forced to confeſs, 
that we are Chriſtians indeed. And if 
we are Chriftians, we may look down, 


with a holy diſdain, upon al that the 
world accounts great, 


T he grandeur of a court, or a Crow, 
with all the pompous attendants of carthl: y 
majeſty, are baubles, compared with 
the real diznity of a child of God. Here 
indeed, we may be treated as mean and 


contemptible, but our inheritance is 
yonder, above the moon and ſtars. Do 


we want Roy al robes? behold, the Gar- 
ment of a Redeemer's righteouſneſs is 


provided. Arraycd 'in this, we ſhall 


be juſtified, accepted, and honoured, in 
the preſence of a Holy God. Are crowns 
and ſceptres defirable ? In the manſions 
of Eternal Glory, we ſhall reign as Kings 


and Pri ſts, and be crowned WI. h light 


and immontality. The higheſt carthly 


M titles 
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titles could not preſerve us from death; 
but our union with the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ſecures to us a never-ending life, 
and all the happineſs our utmoſt capa- 
cities can receive. Does not your heart 
ſay, with mine, Haſten the time, dear 
Lord, when I ſhall ceaſe to fin, and be 

with thee for ever? 


Next Sunday, being the firſt in the 
month, I doubt not but we ſhall be preſent 
in ſpirit at the table of our Lord. Oh 
how cendeſcending is He, thus to favour 
ſinful duſt and aſhes! To give them, 
by faith, experimentally, to eat his broken 
body, and to drink his precious blood, 
which was ſhed for us! May we again 
1 renew our covenant with this Friend of 
Sinners, to forſake all our ſins, and to 
lead a holy life. Thus we ſhall have 
conſolation in a dying hour, and joy 
beyond the grave, at the marriage-ſupper 
of the Lamb! May you, and I, and 
1 e e . all 
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all belonging to us, appear at that ſo- 
lemnity, having on the N 
ment. Adieu. 


Ever yours, 


Ma To 


(60 


No. VII. 
To the ſame, 
March 30, 1789. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Reczive this letter as written by one 
reſtored from the very brink of the grave. 
Long before this, I expected to have 
taken my feat among the happy com- 
pany that ſurround the throne. 


On January 30, I was ſafcly delivered 
of a fine boy, and for five days after- 
wards I was as well as could be expected 
in my ſituations On the fifth evening 
I was taken with cold ſhivering fits; from 
that time my ſtrength abated apace, and 
all the ſymptoms of a decline appeared. 
A cough, ſhortneſs of breath, a fever, 
and cold ſweats at night, with a pain 
in my ſide, all admoniſhed me—to pre- 
bare 


6180 
pare—to ariſe and depart, for this was 
not my reſt, My frieads were all kind, 
and warned me of my danger, but not 
before I knew it myſelf. My greateſt 
ſtruggle was to give up my huſband, 
and a fear leſt my dear babes thould be 
treated ill, when deprwed of their affec- 
tionate mother. This ſnewed my weak- 

neſs, but, Bleſſed be God, he knows 
my frame, and remembers that I am 
but duſt. When I pleaded for them at 
the throne of Grace, He heard my 
prayer, and enabled me to believe, that 
He will be a God to me, and to my ſeed 
after me. This ſatisfied me, and I was 
| made willing to give up all. Then I 
could look death in the face, | with 
confidence. 


O, my friend, can the world, or any 
thing in it, afford ſuch comfort as this-? 
No. Vanity of vanities, It is all vanity. 

* he 
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The worth of Chriſt as a Saviour, is, 
indeed, known upon a ſick- bed. When 
pain poſſeſſes every nerve, and paleneſs 
changes the fallen viſage, then to be 
able to ſay, I know that my Redeemer 
tiveth, and that when He ſhall appear, 
I ſhall appear with him in Glory What 
a conſolation! O my beloved, What 
a treaſure has the behever in Jeſus ? 
Promiſe upon promiſe! and all fealed 
by the truth and faithfulneſs of God ! 


Who would not give up the poor 
pleaſures of the world, for the realities 
of religion? How much happineſs do 
they loſe, who will not believe that the 
Chriſtian enjoys a peace which the world 
is unacquainted with? It is true, the 
people of God are an afflicted people; 
but if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign witng 
him. We muſt be made en rough 
 fuffcrings, Z | | 225 


There 
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There is a need be for all our afflic- 
tions, to try our graces, to humble our 
pride, to ſubdue our tempers, and to 
implant the mind and diſpoſition of the 
Son of God within us. Pray, that my 
bodily affliction may be ſanctified to 
theſe deſirable ends. . There is much 
reformation ſtill wanting in me. I am 
a ſtubborn child, therefore My Father 
chaſtens me, that I may not go aſtray 
| from him. But I know that every ſtroke 
is from love. And I hope he will 
endue me with patience to bear my ſuf- 


ferings, which are much leſs than my 
deſerts, 


I hope you have boldly health, and 
that your mind is calm and peaceful, 
under the ſweet impreſſions of Emanuel's 
 love—=that love which paſſeth under- 
ſtanding. I know not whether we are 
to meet again 2 earth, but, if not, 
1 truſt 
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1 truſt we ſhall meet in heaven, and 


ſpend a happy eternity 3 Fare- 
well. 


Your unchangeable Friend, 
M. M. A, 


P. S. I am not yet thought to be 
out of danger, but if I am to live, I 
hope the Lord will reſtore my health. 
I doubt not but your joy is as great as 
ours, for the reſtoration of our gracious 


King to health. What a great bleſſing 


to this nation! May it be long con- 


: tinued * 
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